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- Regislative EHssembly,
Tuesday, 13th November, 1913.

FPupers presented 2667
Petition : University Sita ... 2667
Question : Journal ongﬂcnliuro 2667
Bills : Electoral Districts, 2667
Supply {No. 8), 5687,770 all st.ngea . 2667
University Lnnds, 28, 8728

Anuua)l Estimntes, Votes and Items disenssed 2678

The SPEAKER {fook the Chair at
4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: By-laws
of the Gingin Road Board.
By the Premier: Report of the Com-
missioner of Police for the year ending
30th June, 1913.

PETITION—UNIVERSITY SITE.
Mr. ALLEN {(West Perth) presented
a petition, signed by the mayor and coun-
;cillors of Perth, praying that a previous
petition in behalf of Convocation of the
University of Western Australia praying
+hat a portion of King's Park be set
apart for the University be not granted.
Petition received and read, and ordered
to be printed.

QUESTION—JOURNAL OF AGRI-
CULTURE.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Agriculture: 1, What was the
nel: cost to the State of the Journal of
Agriculture, after deducting receipts
from advertisements, ete., during the 12
months immediately prior to the discon-
tinnance of its publication by the Liberal
Government? 2, In view of the fact that
our farmers have to eontend with special
problems in the various agricultural dis-
triets_of the State, requiring constant ad-
vice and guidance from the professional
officers of the Agrienltural Department,
is it the intention of the Government to
again issue the Journal of Agriculture
monthly, with the object of bringing that
department into closer and more regular
touch with the producers, and of making
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the special knowledge and assistance of
the experts more freely available to our
settlers? 3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, £434 16s. 7d. The
Journal ceased issne with the September
number for 1909, and consequently the
figures for the financial year immediately
preceding its disecontinnance, and for the
three months ending September are given,
vamely 15 months in all. 2, The matter
is receiving consideration. 3, Answered
Iy No. 2,

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 3}, £687,770.
Standing Orders Suspension.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)

. moved—

That s much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
resolutions from the Commitices of
Supply and Ways and Means to be re-
ported and adopted on the same day
on which they shall have passed those
Committees, angd also the passing of a
Supply Bl through all ils stages n
one day.

Question passed.

" Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
conneetion with the Bill.

In Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Com-

mittee of Supply, Mr. Holman in the
Chair,

The PREMIER (Houn. J. Seaddan)
moved—

That there be granted to His Majesty
on account of the services of the year
ending 30th June, 1914, a sum not
exceeding £687,770.

It was not neecessary to make any state-
ment to the Committee except to say that
this was in aceordance with the Revenue
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Estimates which had been introduced and
to some extent already considered by the
Assembly. He had hoped that those Es-
timates would have been dealt with finally
ere this, so that it would not have been
necessary fo ask for further supply.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How much have
you had alread¥? Can you give us the
total?

The PREMIER: As it happened, he
bad not made up the totals. However,
this was in accordance with the Esti-
mates, and the expenditure might be
greater or less than the proportion in
accordance with the total amount for the
year. In any case this supply was in
acecordance with the Estimates as pre-
sented. When those Estimates were
finally adopted it would be necessary to
keep within the authorisation of Parlia-
ment. The supply asked for was for the
purpose of carrying on, pending the
passing of the Estimates.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): Of
eourse he had not the slightest intention
of objecting to the Treasurer obtaining
necessary funds.

The Premier: You usually do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That was
not so. Possibly he had objected to the
way in which the Treasurer spent the
money, but certainly pot to the way in
which he got it, except, perhaps, when
the Treasurer wanted to raise it by taxa-
tion, which might be inequitable in its
operation. He thought the Treasurer
ought to he prepared to give the Commit-
tee a little more information. When he
(Hon, F. Wilson) was privileged to ask
for supplies, his friends on the Oppo-
sition benches were not so ready to grant
a vote of this deseription unless they
got some information as to the position
of the finances, and as to the total amount
he had already received authority for.
Tt was desirable that the Committee
should know the proportion this sum bore
te the public expenditure of the year.
The Treasurer had told us that it was
in acecordance with the Estimates. No
doubt it was. We had already agreed
to two Supply Bills of a total of
£1,101,370 from Revenue, and this would
bring up the amount to £1,439,140. Pre-
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snmably that was in proportion with the
Estimates.

The Premier: It is five-twelfths of the
fotal.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then frowm
Loan we had granted £1,147,760, and now
we were asked to vote £250,000 from
Loan, which meant a total of £1,397,760,
in addition to which the present Bill pro-
vided £100,000 from Toan Suspense Ae-
count. We had not had the Loan Esti-
mates before us yvet, and did not know
how the money would be expended, nor
did we know what the total amount of
those Estimates would be. Presumably
the Treasurer would spend this money
to ecarry out works which were inclnded
in last year’s Estimates; if not he ought
to let hon, members know, If he was
ineluding any extra or new works in
this expenditure it would be well to give
members an outline of the new works
and the expense to which the country
would be committed. Tt was all the more
necessary because we had the fact stay-
ing us in the face that the Treasurer,
according to his own admission, was
finaneially hard up at present, and did
not know which way to turn, and with*
bis recent experience on the loan market
in T.ondon it was necessary to go very
carefully and cautiously to work. This
was not the time to spend large sums
of loan money lavishly as the Govern-
ment bad been doing during the last
two years or to spend this money when
money was exceptionally dear.

The Premier: What do you suggest,
close up work?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was not
for him to suggest to the Premier. The
Premier ought to take the Committes
into his confidence and say what he sug-
gested. He (Mr. Wilson) knew what
the Premier did, but he did not Enow
what the Premier suggested becaunse he
was not in his confidence. He knew the
Premier would borrow at amny price,
aceording to his own words, and on any
terms to earry out his proposals.

The Premier: That is what you said.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, the
Premier said he wounld have money at

any price and he was now getting money
at any price.
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The Premier: 1 wish yon weuld remem-
ber sometimes to keep near the truth.

Hon, FRANIC WILSOQN: That was an
offeusive remark, and if the Premier had
any sense of decency he would withdraw
it.  The Premier lhad no right to come
to the House—

Mr. Uuderwood:
o decency.

Hon, FRANW WILSON: Compared
with the lon. member, he should think
he was. The Premier came to the House
and said, “Here is the Bill; T do not
think it is necessary to give any infor-
mation.”

You are hot stuff

The Premier: You ave the only leader
of an Opposition in Australia who would
ask for it with the HEstimates before the
Chamber,

Hon. FRANK WILSQON: Nonsense.

The Premier: 1 say so absolutely.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Isti-

“mates of loan expenditure were not be-
fore the Chamber, and he wanted to
know what the million and a half of
loan money would be expended on. Would
there be new works; was it intended to
carry out works already in progress
which were provided for on last year’s
Estimates. These questions were fit and
proper ones to put to the Premier before
being asked to pass this motion. The
Premier should give some information on
the subject.

The PREMIER : Tn the first place the
attitnde adopted by the leader of the
Opposition ever sinee the present Gov-
ernment had been in office was one which
lent colour to the fact that he was not
desirons of knowing cxactly the eondi-
tion of the finances =0 mueh as he was
desirous of attempling to prevent busi-
ness of this natnre from being passed.
He could draw attention to numerous in-
staneds. Tn eonneetion with the Federal
Government with a majority of one and
dependine on the Speaker to keen {hem
in power, there had been no inelinalion
on lhe part of the Opposition to detain
the Ggvernmeni when they asked Eor
Suppiy. but depended on the Estimates
as all Parliaments did to decide how
the money should be expended. The
leader of the Opposition knew that this
was merely a temporary supply and that
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the whole of it would be ecovered even-
tually by the Appropriation Bill, so far
as revenue was concerned by the Esti-
mates now before hon. members and the
only other items representing expenditure
under the Loan Aet. He was not in a
position to say what new works were in
hand,  He would guarantec that there
were new works in hand, and that the
Giovernment were not standing still.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tell us what they.
are.

The PREMIER: There were water
supplies in all parts of the State. The
Government were keeping within these
vofes. The Government were construet-
Ing new railways. These were new works,
but did not represent new expenditure.

.Hon, Frank Wilson: What about the
£100,000 from Loan Suspense Acconnt?

The PREMIER: That was for finane-
fug the Agricultural Bank and the
Workers’ Homes board. Did the hon.
member objeet to that?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did not you
tell us so before?

The PREMIFER: The hon. member
stated that he wanted to stop this ex-
peuditure of money, and he would like
to know in what way the leader of the
Opposition was prepared to do that
The hon. member, however, merely made
a bald statement. At Geraldion the other
fla.y he was talking about extravaganee
In  conneetion with the Government's
finanee.

Mr. Male: Was not it frue?

The PREMIER: And the hon. member
forgot that the electors were aware that
he had put about a dozen railway Bills
throngh Parlinment prior to the last elee-
lion. The electors knew that he eould
only constrnet these railways by the ex-
penditure of money, and the Government
had not been able to construct them all
vet, and the electors knew that the
late Government were not in earnest or
that they never intended to eonstrum
these railways. This was merely oppo-
silion on the part of the hon. member
who had no concern aboit the condition
of the money market. The hon. member
attributed to him a statement that he
wonld get money at any price. He had
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bever made such a statement, and he chal-
lenged the hon, member to produce it.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I will produce
it.

My, Carpenter: The reporter made you
say S0,

The PREMIER: Let the hon. member
produee it. Acecording to Mr. Teece he
was responsible for the Bank of England
rate going up to 5 per cent. Mr. Teece
forgot that in 1906 when there were
Liberal Administrations throughout Aus-
tralia the Bank of England rate went
up to 6 per cent. Evidently he (the
Premier) was of more importanee to the
community than he thought he was, But
this gave an idea of the absurdity of the
statements one heard. The leader of the
Opposition was not satisfied to make
absurd statements on the publie platform
where one counld not reach him at the
time, but repeated them in Parliament.
He would not pursue the matter any fur-
ther. The amounts were in accordance
with the Estimates at present before the
Chamber and with the loan authorisation
obtained last session,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did not ex-
plain that,

The PREMIER: Tt did not need ex-
plaining. The hon. member knew that
the Government could not exceed that
authorisation. The Government did not
intend to stand still. but intended to
complete the works anthorised. From
the point of view of new expenditure
there was little or none asked for in
connection either with the amounts from
Loan Fund or from Loan Suospense
Account, ‘

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier as usunal waxed wreth and attem)t-
ed to bluft the Committee with the state-
ment that he was attacking the vote. The
Premier was a pastmaster in the art of
secrecy as everyone knew, but it had cost
him rather dearly at the reecent Gerald-
ton eleetion. The Premier had lost his
Whip and now he was losing his temper.

The Premier : I have not lost the
erack.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: No, the Pre-
mier was all sound; now he was losing
his temper. The Premier said he was
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carrying oud railwayvs which the leader
of the Opposition left him to build and
then (he Premier had accused him of ex-
travagance. He accused the Premier of
extravaganee, not in carrying out works
for which the previons Government pas-
sed measures, but in connection with the
money he expended on those works. His
raillways were costing hundreds of
pounds a mile more to construet than
those constructed by the previous Gov-
ernment, During the last 12 months rail-
ways had cost £1,000 a mile more.

The Premier : We will give you all you
want abouf railways on the Xstimates.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : 'The Pre-
mier was very modest in his expressions
and should attempt to give some infor-
mation instead of bluffing hon. members.
The Premier was extravagant and his
friends backed him up in that extravag-
anee, extravaganee which wounld cost this
country very dearly in the end. *

Mr. Bolton : Do not lose your tem-
per, old chap.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier said he must be of more importance
than he thought he was. The position was
important, but personally the Premier
was not of much importance execepting
that he was showing how badly the fifi-
ances of this country could be adminis-
tered. The Premier was paying an in-
creased price for money and had helped
to increase the price of money in Ans-
tralia by rushing on to the local market
with his loans. Any finaneial man would
tell him that. The Premier was not ab-
solutely Tesponsible for the whole of the
increased priece.

The Premier : 1 had to meet some you
put on the market to get over temporary
advances.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Premier
had rushed the money market in Austra-
lia, and every time he had been in the
van to raise money in Australia, and he
now had to pay for his extravagance.

The Premier : What about your
£650.000 ¢ ’

Hon, FRANK WILSON : That was a
renewal of a previous Labour Adminis-
tration’s Treasury bills, or £500,000 of
it was.
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The Premier.: .I did not add another
£150,000 as you did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Why did not
the Premier do so ?

The Premier : 1 do not agree with
your methods.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier had added seven millions to the pub-
liec debt. Why should not he add another
£150,000 7

The Premier :
ury bills ¢

Hon, FRANIK WILSON : Yes.

The Premier : You were in finaneial
difficulties.

Mr. Bolton : Tlard pushed.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier would be hard pushed before he was

- finished. To talk about his (Mr. Wil-
som’s) extravagance was to falk like a
school-boy. The Premier had borrowed
3seven millions of money, and in-
creased the national debt by £12 a
head in two years and then attempted
to talk to him about his finances. The
Premier would condemn him to outer
darkness for all time if he had financed
the State as he himself bad done it, and
he knew that was so. The Premier
pleaded that he could not expend money
withont authorisation, but did not hon.
members know that he was always doing
that ¥ What was the £100.000 that the
Premier wanted from Loan Suspense Aec-
connt. 7 He dared say it was expenditure
which had already taken place. The Pre-
mier bought the steamers without aun-
thorisation from Parliament.

The Premier : That is not correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It was ab-
<olntély correct. The Premier was al-
wavs spending money withont authorisa-
tion.  He eommitied the country to ex-
penditure on sawmills without authori-
sation.

The Premier :
aither.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier wis doing this, and every Govern-
ment must do it, thongh not to the same
extent and not in the same direction as
the present Government did.

The Premier : That is the difference.

By short-dated Treas-

That is not correct
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Hon. FRANK WILSON : Yes, it was
all the difference in the world. No one
taok exception to work which was al-
ready in progress being carried on. Al
though the funds were not authorised by
Parliament Parliament knew about the
work, but when the Premier lannched out
into new and speculative ventures it was
necessary for someone to take heed how
the money was being expended, and ask
for these explanations. It was the first
time he had heard any Premier oceupy-
ing such a responsible position objeeting
to being questioned as to his financial
proposals. The Premier said this was
rot done in the Federal Parliament, well
knowing that his statement was wrong.
It was done in every Parliament. If the
Premier turned wp Hansard he wounld find
that so long as the Labour party occu-
pied the Opposition benches in this House,
they queried every request by the pre-
vions Government for Supply and asked
for information on every point, so much
g0 that it became necessary to put a
schedule to the Supply Bill on more than
one occasion in order to give the infor-
mation. 'When he now asked the Pre-
mier for an explanation as to whether
new works not already authorised by Par-
litament were propesed in conneetion with
this expenditure he was entitled to a cour-
teons and gentlemanly reply instead of a
bitter personal attack. He did not eare
twopence for the Premier’s personal at-
tack, because he could always respond to
that as he had had pleasure in responding
at CGleraldton the other night when the
Premier was telling pleasing yarns as to
what he (Mr. Wilson) had done and the
Attorney General was airing his elo-
quence somewhat luridly to the people.

The Premier : You had a very poor
attendanece.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There were
just as many at his meeting as at the
Premier's. The only thing was that he
{Mr. Wilson) was speaking in a large
hall and the Premier was speaking in a
small hall. However, he {Mr. Wilson)
had the intelligence of the wnole of ibe
district at his meeting and he convineed
the people that what the Premier was tel-
ling the public in the tin hall on the jetty
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was wrong. The charges which the Pre-
mier was making were brought up to him
(Mr. Wilson) and answered on tbe spot,
and he proved the Premier to be in error,
He was sorry the Premier was very often
wilfully in error.

AMr, E. B. Johnsten:
seandalons statements.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: No, they
were truthful statements, and he made
truthful statements on all occasions. The
hon, member was judging him (Mr. Wil-
gon) by his own standard., He did not
know if members were satisfied with the
Premier’s explanation, as he called it, of
the proposed expenditure, but he (Mr.
Wilson) was not satisfied altogether, He
aceepted the statement that the Premier
proposed only to carry on such works as
already had heen authorised by Parlia-
ment. He asked again what were the
absolutely new works not aiready con-
sidered by Parliament, on which it was
proposed to expend money. If there were
none let members know, but if there were
uew works members were entitled to know
what they were. There might be 50 dif-
ferent works not in progress. There
might be rajlways which had been sanc-
tioned by Parliament, and not yet started.
The expenditure on these works was justi-
fiable until the Estimates had been passed.
But it was not justifiable to purchase new
steamers withont Parliament knowing, or
starting new sawmills with moneys passed
in a Supply Bill like the present without
Parliament knowing such was the case.
Tt was not justifiable to start a new har-
hour at Bunbury without word from the
Premier, although the Premier had pro-
mised such works if the finances allowed.
Tt was nol justifiable to commence the
harbour at Geraldton as the Premier had
nromised. and then the promise was with-
held if 2 member was retnrned who wonld
not support the Government. Those were
the lines on which he asked for informa-
tion and he did so respectfully.

You made most

The Premier: There is no respeet in
it. You never stick to the truth.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Mr, Chair-
man!

The Premier: T withdraw.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Whatever
his opponents said of him they did not
accuse him of lying as & rule.

The Premier: Yes, as a rule!

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
had withdrawn the statement.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Probably
the Premier, without any heat, would give
the information which would enable the
Supply Bill to go through. He would no
doubt tell members if there were any new
underiakings included in the Supply Bill.
If not, then it was all right.

The Premier: Tf there are, what then?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Then mem-
bers would want fo know something about
them.

The PRE* IER: It was highly amus-
ing to hear the leader of the Qpposition,
evidenily buoved up by the win he had .
had at Cleraldton, by ihe easting of a
number of illegal votes,

Hon. Frank Wilson: I think that re-.
mark onght to be withdrawn—*“easting of
illegal votes.”

Mr. Bolton: Who did he aceuse$

Hon, Frank Wilson: The Liberals of
convse. “of the win we have had” 1 ask
that the remark he withdrawn, *

The "HATIRMAN: T do not think it
is a reflection on any member of the
Honse,

Hon, Frank Wilson: 1t is a refleciton
on memhers sitting here,

The CHATRMAN: The Premier may
have knowledge that we have not. It is
no reflection on members of the House.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T was in the
thick of the election,

The CHAIRMAN: But the leader of
the Opposition did not record a vote.

The PREMTER: The leader oi the
Oypposition. huoved up by the result of
the eleelion, desirons of being heard by
the Liherals of the State, has stafied to
discuss the Snpply Bill, vet on nearly
every oceasion in every Parliament of
Anstralia, and even in the Parliament
where 1the Government was dependent on
the Sneaker’s vote. a Supply Rill was
passed without discussion. e (ihe Pre-
mier) did not propose on cvery oceasion
that he came to Parliament for supply, to
give a Budget speech. Supply was asked
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for from time to time as the anthority of
Parliament became exhausted, and natur-
ally, be had to come to Parliament and
ask for that supply. With regard to the
statement that he went to Gteraldton and
promised the construction of a harbour
there, that was absolutely a mis-statement,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Read the Press
reports.

The PREMIER: No such statement
was made by him at Geraldton. He had
refrained from making any statement in
regard to works that were under construc-
tion or any proposed works, He had the
information in his pocket and could have
made reference to what it was proposed
to do to the Geraldton Harobur so as to
deal with this vear’s harvest, bui he re-
frained from saying anything, becanse if
the Government desired the electors to re-
turn 3 member to support the Govern-
ment it should be on the general policy
of the Government, not on the question
of voads and hridges as the deputy leader
in another place spoke. In regard to the
statement made by the leader of the Op-
position that he, the Premier, made refer-
ence to the Geraldton Harbour, e had to
say he did not, except in this way, that
Geraldton, Fremantle, Bunbury, Albany,
all our ports, had been neglected in the
past, and 1he Government were up against
a pretty stiff proposition to provide the
facilities for each of the harbours—ana
there he stopped. He never even left the
impression that it was proposed to do
anything with regard to harbour faecili-
ties at Geraldton. Therefore he hoped the
leader of the Opposition would stand
corrected,

Hon. Frank Wilson:

The PREMIER: That was the posi-
tion. The hon, member conld look up the
papers as mueh as he liked. He (the
Premier) knew what he had stated. In
any case, that matter had no bearing on
the point under discussion. There was
nothing in the Bill dealing with Gerald-
ton pariicularly. It dealt with the gen-
eral progress of the State, and the leader
of the Opposition munst admit that the
peonle were to-day enjoying better pros-
perity than at any time in the history of

1971

I do not,
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the Btate, by the wise expenditure of pub-
lie funds granied by Parliament,
Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

Ways and Means.

The House baving resolved into a Com-
mitiee of Ways and Means, Mr. Holman
in the Chair,

The PREMIER moved—

That towards making good the sup-
ply granted to His Majesty for the ser-
vices of the year ended 30th June,
1914, & sum not exceeding £337,770 be
granted from the Conscolidated Revenue
Fund, £250,000 from the moneys to the
credit of the General Loan Fund, and
from the Loan Suspense Account
£100,000.

Question passed,

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, etcetera.

In pursnance of the foregoing resolu-
tions, Supply Bill introdunced, passed
through all its stages and iransmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES—1913-14.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 14th November;
Mr, Holman in the Chair.

Department of Attorney General (Hon.
T. YWalker, Minister).

Vote—Crown Law Offices, £17,602:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
T. Walker): The Crown Law Depart-
ment iS one which occasions very little
exeitement, and T take it that in its Esh-
mates there is not mneh which will be of
a debatable character, Tt is probable
that my friends opposite may have some-
thing to say when we reach the Electoral
Department, but I do not think it is es-
sential that I should anticipate any de-
bate on the tems. With a view of econo-
mising time, I propose to be as brief as
possible, I mav remark that my friend
the feader of the Opposition a little time
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ago, when debating some matter in the

Chamber, stated that even the Crown
Law Deoartment showed an increase. It
is true that the Department shows an in-
erease of £18.836, but that increase is due
in the main to £14,450—a sum of money
required to anticipate the cost of ihe
Legislative Council Elections which will
take place in May next, and to anticipate
also a possible Local Option poll in
March of next year. Theve is a sum of
£3,081 which represents a saving we
effected last year. That amount was
saved by the study of economy to the ut-
most possible extent, eonsistent with effi-
ciency of administralion. Of ecomse we
eannol antieipale that we shall save a
similar som this year, but there ecan bhe
no question that wherever it is possible
to effect economies, that will be done. In
the meantime we have not asked for more
than we asked last year. In faet, we
show a lesser sum upon the Estimates
than was asked for in the total last year.
For instance, last yvear we had on our
Istimales £78,653, whereas we only
spent, of that amount, £72,793, so that,
taking off the £14,430 necessary to meet
the expenses of the Legislative Couneil
elections, and of possibly a Loeal Option
poll, the Estimates show that this year
we are asking less than we asked for last
year. I venture to think that is a very
ereditable position. In the .Crown Law
Offices proper an increase is shown of
£831. That increase represents salaries,
and it is simply due to the faet, as T have
said before, that we did not spend last
vear all that we were authorised to spend.
We are granfing nuntomatic inereases to
officers who are paid under £204, and the
excess here is £114. Last year some pay-
ments were undermade, and in thaf diree-
tion now we have an incremeni of £216.
The actnal inerease is only £276, and that
is for inecreased work. We have provided
£200 for emergencies, and possibly this
sum will not all be required, but we are
at all events compelled to make that pro-
vision. There is an inerease, too, in
“Confingencies,” and “Miscellaneous” of
£528 over the aclual expenditure of last
year, but only on the expenditure of last
year. The only increase, as a matter of
fact, is in connection with the item
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“Workers’ Compensation Fund.” There-
fore there is no actual inerement in the
cost of the administration of the depart-
ment. I may say of the Crown Law De-
partment that the work compares exceed-
ingly faveurably in volume with that of
the previous year. There were ahout the
same number of eriminal matters, and, if
anything, they were slightly less. I can
give particulars, if the Committee require
them, This, I think, is a symptom in the
right direction.  Magisterial work has
vonsiderably increased, but we have re-
duced the cost of conveyancing, owing to
the fact that all simpler matters of con-
veyanecing are now entrusted to the Agri-
cultnral Department and to the Agrieal-
tural Bank, and other offices, following
the praectice that is wuniversal in our
banks. In civil matters there is a slizht
falling-off. There were last year 5,640
cases, as against 6,252 in the year before.
This to some mny indicate that the eiti-
cns are becoming more law-abiding, To
others it may appear that our eilizens
are not so econfident of an ap-
peal fo Jaw. There is a diminution of
work in the civil section of our courts.
In the accountancy branch we have had
un exceedingly busy time., This item on
the Estimates will show sorething of the
growing prosperity of the State. Last
yvear the staff dealt with accounts fo
the amcunt of £1,392,260, as against
£1.051.900 of the previous year. The
District Court work too, has improved,
and we have an increase of £100,593, as
compared with £82,382 of the previous
year. In the Revenue deparfment the
firuves are £103,223, as against £65,665
of the previous year, and the expenditure
in this department has been reduced—
and I want the leader of the Oppesition
to note this—from £81,600 to £72,789.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Which staff was
that?

The ATTORNLEY GENERAL: The
accountancy staff, and the reduetion of
the expenditure was due to improved
methods of administration. I can give
the hon. member details, if he desires
them, when we reach the items. T pre-
sume the FElectoral Department, which
comes under the shelter of the Supreme
Court and the Crown Law Department,
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may meet with some criticism, but I do
not know that I ought to anticipate it.
All T can say is that that department has
been zealously and, I consider, efliciently
and honourably worked in the hest inter-
ests of the electors of the State,
Of course this will bhe a more
expensive department this year than
it was last year, due to what we may
expect will happen in 1914. There is a
sum of £8,000 set aside for the taking of
the Local Option poll. Tf this poll be
taken in 1915, instead of 1914, then thai
sum of lwoney will be saved to the State
for next year. The inercase in my Fsli-
mates Tor this vear, with the exeception
of the automatic payment to salaried offi-
eers due to the regulations, and some in-
creases in salaries on account of etassifi-
ecations, are due to the anticipated elee-
tions next vear. 1t must be. satisfactory
1o hon. members to lenrn of the extremely
busy state the Land Titles Office is in,
That office is more or less the pulse which
indicates the national health. The busi-
ness transactions there being healthy.
show that the country is not standing,
and that there is a genuine and keen en-
terprise in dealing wilth property, in
transfers from hand te hand, and m
mnatural exchange, which is always a
symptom of prosperity. Last year’s
. transactions in that department show a
profit of £14,028. That, compared with
the previous year, will give us an idea
of the increased business. In the pre-
vious year the profits were £9,341. This
1s an index of the vast number and the
value of the transactions amongst the
citizens themselves, The inerement in
profits was realised in spite of the faet
that we inereased our expenditure in that
office from £13,078 to £14,076.

Mr.
manned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As Lhe
hon. member eays, it is still  under-
mannel. The increment in expenditure
is due to the attempt io keep pace with
the increase in the volume of work. We
have not been entirely able to cope with
it. We have maie provision on the Esti-
mates for.an increase in salaries so that
we may cope with that additional busi-

Moore: And now it is under-
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ness which we may expeet will aecrue
during the coming year. Last year the

fees, ineluding deed fees, amounted to
£28,004, as against £22427 in the pre-
vious vear. 1t is a clear mark of the
buginess health, it | may so say, of this
community. As to the salaries, they have
been re-arranged, and it will he noficed,
T doubt not, by those observing the Esti-
mates eclosely, that there is an increment
of £3,000 for clerks, but I do not wish
hon. members to understand that that re-
presents entirely new eclerks. The inere-
men! is really dune in the main to trans-
fers from the tewporary staft. Hon.
members will remember that some time

ago it was resolved to put temporary
men into their positions as permanent
officers.  There is an increase of E201

paid to oflicers receiving £204, and al-
though we lhave inereased the elerks’ vote
by £3,351, we have only effected a saviug
of £1,600 on the temporary staff, and
this meets the objection of the hon. mem-
ber for Irwin. He will see there that we
anticipate the interjeetion he made,
vamely, that we are undermannved, and
caunot as expeditiously as could bhe
‘wished carry out the work in this great
and growing department. Therefore, we
have not transferred all the temporary
officers to the permanent staff. In other
words, we have made provision for get-
ting increased assistance as the business
makes it necessary, and we have provided
no less than £2,000 to meet this difficulty.
We are paying at the present time only
£1,200, but in antieipation of an inerease
and in order to get level with the work.
this sum of £2,000 has been provided. I
think it is searcely necessary to draw the
attention of hon. members in any special
manner to the magistraey, Tt is going
along on the usual routine, and there is
nothing that 1 have to say on that sub-
jeet.  As to clerks of court, the Fsti-
mates show an ineresse of expendifure
due in the main {o two new items, Moera
and Sandstone. Our effort has been. and
will be, to as far as possible, distribute
the adminisiration of justice and estah-
lish new courts wherever these are deemed
to be necessary, and only the limitation
of funds prevents us already acceding
to the requests that come fo me from-new
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centres of population all over the State
for new court houses and their accessories.
We have increased the expenditure, how-
ever, by tihese two establishments at
Moora and Sandstone., There is one in-
crease of £42 to a junior, and the balanee
of the apparent inerease—which is not an
actual increase—is due to the fact that
last year we saved no less a sum than
£1,298 by not filling vacancies where we
could keep the machinery going without
doing any specific injustice. There is an
item on the Estimates which hon. mem-
bers may want to know the meaning of,
that is, £50 for court houses. That is only
a sum placed there annually for the pur-
pose of meeting contingencies of this
deseription, A magistrate comes into a
new township and the buildings usually
available for a court of justice are not
available; a new building has to be found
and temporarily furnished; in the hiring
of furniture, expenses of an unforeseen
character arise, and we have provided
this modest sum of £50 for that purpose.
In the Supreme Court there is a decrease
this year of £167, but there is an in-
crease in the central office of £480. This
inerease is due simply to the fact that
provision bad to be made for the long
service leave of the deputy registrar and
taxing master. I am hastening throngh
these matters with as little elaboration
as possible in order that we may get more
directly to the debate on the items. 1In
the sheriff’s office there is a decrease of
£538, due to the fact that the sheriff was
retired, and we have not replaced him up
to date. The work in the central office
has varied little from that in the previous
year. There were 126 writs issued as
against 139 in the previous year, and
2.010 bills of sale registered as against
9,213 in the year previons. The business
in that part of the Supreme Court is
normal and healthy. In the Official Re-
«giver’s office there is an apparent saving
of £3%4, but this is only an apparent sav-
ing, becaunse last year the Official Re-
ceiver had his long service leave and,
according to enstom, his salary is paid in
advance. 'In such event it has not to be
raid this year- In the office of the Cura-
tor of InteState Estates there is an in-
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crease of £206, and this is also due to
the fact that for portion of the previous
year the position was oceupied by an offi-
cer on the temporary staff, who has now
been put into a permanent position. T
do not think hon. members wish for any
further details on the general introdue-
tion of the Estimates, and as I am
anxious that we shall have free, frank,
and fair diseussion when the items are
reached, T move the first item.

Hon. FRANK WILSON . {Sussex}:
One eould quite agree with the Attorney
Genersl that this was not a department
which one could enthuse about, nor conld
very strong exception be taken to the
votes included in this portion of the Esti-
mates, Members knew that the Under
Secretary for Law was a man who was
renowned for his economical ideas of ad-
ministration, Having had some little ex-
perienee of Mr, Hampton, he ¢ould hon-
estly say that be had never met a man
who was keener in watching expenditure
than that gentleman was, and although
he had on many occasions been dubbed
mean, perbaps offensively by some who
wanted to get something they eould not
persnade bim to grant, yet he desired to
take this opportunity of saying that there
was a vast deal of difference between a
man who was careful in the expenditnre
of public funds—indeed we wanted more
of them, and Ministers might take exam-
ple in this respeet from their subordinate
—and a man who exercised meanness in
his own individual transactions. There-
fore, he commended the Under Secretary
for Law for what was termed meanness
when he was administering the finaneial
affairs of his department. He did not
propose, at this stage at any rate, as the
Attorney General suggested members of
the Opposition might wish, to eriticise the
Electoral Department in view of what
bad happened at Geraldton. Some ques-
tions were being asked and information
being obtained in another place, and it
would be time enough when that infor-
mation was given to criticise, if neces-
sary, any laxity on the part of the de-
partment. Tt was gratifying to know
that the Land Titles Office had been so
busy during the past twelve months, and
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be could have understood a Liberal At-
torney General using the language which
the Minister had wused this afternoon.
The Attorney General had said that he
was pleased that so much activity had
been shown in the tfansfers of land and
property during the year, and he looked
upon it, giving the Committee his true
apinion, as a healthy sign, The Minister
called it healthy activity. Some might
term it a feverish desire to get rid of
property, but he quite agreed with the
Minister that it was a good sign, because,
even if some were anxious to unload their
property in land, yet it was evident there
were others who were equally anxions
to purchase it. That was indeed an ex-
cellent sign, but he could not understand
the Attorney General being delighted,
when he knew that a good portion of the
revenne of the depariment came from
transfers of agricultural iands held under
eonditional purchase conditions. Hon.
members knew that was against the Min-
ister’s pronounced theory that land
shouid not be transferred at all.

The Attorney General: You do not un-
derstand it.

Jlon. FRANK WILSON: Ministers
did not want any transfers of this des-
cription. They wanted transfers stopped,
and were under the impression that they
had been stopped, yet we had the Attor-
ney {eneral congratulating himself wpon
the increased dealings in land an¢ the
tuvenne so derived. The Ministee had
also  eongratulated himself on the in-
¢rece in the bills of sale. He bad never
lonkeAd upon that as good business, bal
tic Minister considered it a heaithy sizn.

The Attorney General: No, I read iwo
.things together.

Hon, FRANEK WILSON: One wus in-
clined to wonder where was the lLealthi-
ness in the fact that there were 500 more
bills of sale registered during the past
twelve months than during the previous
year. Bills of sale usnally poinled to
people being hard up and having to raise
the wind by mortgaging what they pos-
sessed,

The Attorney General: I said 126 writs
as against 139 of the previeus yewr. I

2677

read these together.
mal and healthy.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The idea he
had was always to keep clear of bil's of
sale if be possibly eould. MHe did not
like them, and as a rule had nothing to
do with (hem, and certainly would only
resort to o bill of sale as a last means
of financial help if he was hard np. Tak-
ing the whole of this department he did
not know that we had mueh at which to
cavil, The local option poll which the
Attorney General anticipated and whieh
was estimated to cost some £8,000, he
(Mr. Wilson) trusted would not take
place so that we could save that £8,000.
He did not think it was necessary to have
it, as he anticipated that this local option
was not due until 1915 under the exist-
ing measure.

The Attorney General: In 1914 under
the existing legislation, but if the new
Bill is carried we postpone it a year.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That meant
that we were providing the money, but
we were asked to legislate so as not to
spend the £8,000. So far as he was con-
cerned then, he wanted the existing legis-
lation to be carried out so thai this ex-
penditure wounld take place. He believed
the Attorney General had a good body
of officers aronnd him, men who were
anxious to study the interests of the de-
partment as though it was their owa.
That being so, one was entitled te com-
mend them for their atiention to duily
and for their faithfulness in looking to
economy. He hoped that the Attorney
General’s anticipation in regard to some
of the expenditnre not being requirel
would be fualfilled, and did so more
on behalf of the Treasurer than on hiz
own behalf. It was to be hoped that all
the Treasurer’s colleagres would assist
him in the matter of saving money where-
ever possible. The majority of electors
were beginning to look with extreme anx-
iety at the way the State was spending
money at the present juncture and, al-
though we did not feel the pineh just
now, it would come as surely as fate. Tt
was only a question of a year or two and
the extravacance of the past two years
would be felt very severely indeed,

Generally it is nor-
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Hon. W. C. Apgwin {(Honorary Min-
ister) : Would not you like it to be ex-
travapant; it is genuine expenditure.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Onc had
never come aeross a body of men who
were so utterly extravagant as ihe pre-
sent Ministry, and he was commending
the Attorney General for putting the
brake on somewhat, and for his endeavour
to instil some ideas of economy inle his
colleagues who, at any rate, were the
greatest spendthrifts this country had
ever seen.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Electoral, £18,951:

Iiem, Chief LElectoral Officer, £432:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: In view of the
responsibility attaching to the position
occupicd by the Chief Flectoral Officer
one would think that some of the in-
crease of £14.450 shown in this depart-
men might be in the way of an addition to
his salary. Upon this officer rested the
administration of this important depart-
ment. and it was never so Important to
the Siate as at present. As the State
grew the Chief Eleciora! Officer’s respon-
sibilities increased. We had te trust fo
him to see that the rolls were kept up to
date, and an officer having such respon-
sibility and with his work fairly well
done should receive some consideration
when the next Fstimates were bronght
down., He should be paid fairly for the
responsibility we'thrust upon him. The
Attorney Genperal knew there were many
complaints to-day about the state of the
rolls and of names that cught not to be
there.

Mr. OLoghlen: We have reason to
eomplain.

The Attorney General: Where do the
complaints eome from?

Hon, J. MYI'CHELL: From himself
and from members sitting on this side
and from menibers sitting opposite if they
did their duty, He had no doubt the
Attorney General had had complaints
made to him and that the addresses which
appeared on the electoral roll of Gerald-
ton would cause him to make inquiry.
The same might apply to all our rolls.
These were small matters of detail which
should be looked to, and for which we
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were entitled to hold a Chief Electora
Officer respensible. However, no doub
the fact that there had been some dis
cussion on this matter lately would mak:
the Chief LKlectoral Officer and th
officers serving tinder him more earefu
in future. He had nothing to say agains
My, Stenberg and believed he was a very
excellent officer, needing ouly the loya
support of his Minister to see that the
officers throughout the country did thei
work thoronghly. Ie did not want or
this itemn to discuss the method of eol
lecting claim eards, but there seemed t
be room for improvement. Claim card:
were not always transmitted to the Chie:
Electoral Oflicer as speedily as possible
It was to be hoped the Attoruey Genera
would see into the matlter of the dela;
whieh often took place. He merely ros
to peint out that £432 was an inadequats
salary for an officer controlling such a
important department and having suel
respousibility,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It wa:
quite Tight to say {hat the office of th
Chief Electoral Officer was a very im
portant one, and one that required assidu
ons attention and ability. This office
had to light some of the quickest witte
and sowetimes the most unserupulous o
persons; he had to be constantly on th
alert in regard to accusations of a mos
unfounded character that were blowing
about concerning stuffing of rolls and th
influences of the parly iz power upon th

electoral machinery for politieal pur
poses,
Hon. J. Mitchell: We used to hea

that, but we do not now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Th
hon. member lived at Northam. Did h
have the Iast issue of the Northam paper
the proprietor and editor of which was :
member of another place? In the las
issue of that paper the accusation wa
distinetly made against the electora
officer that he used one elass of action
one species of conduct towards the Lib
erals, and quite another towards th
Labourites who supported the presen
Government, and the inference was tha
he used the electoral maechinery for th
purpose of carrying ouf unjustly an
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dishonourably the interests of the party
in power.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Can you take action
against that paper?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
he hoped would happen and what he
would advise, if he eould do so from his
place in this House, was that the elee-
toral officer would take action, as it was
a serious matter, against the writer and
publisher of that article.

Mr, Turvey: What article was it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It had
appeared in the Northam Advertiser.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Are you referring
to the Fremantle incident?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not at
all. There had been several items abso-
lutely untrnéhful and absolutely perverse,
aud he could hardly understand an hon-
ourable man lending himself to the
accnsations that bad been huarled about.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Blind prejudice,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
would ecall it blind prejudice. The elec-
toral officer had to contend with all kinds
of folly from the highest places in the
land. We had been led to believe that
that other place was of Olympian purity,
in other words that that place bhad no
party, no passion, and none of those
weaker and human motives which some-
times might be permitted to stir the mem-
bers of this Assewbly.

Hon. J. Mitchell :  Surely they are
permitted to inqunire and ask questions ¢

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Hon.
members should be told what was done
in that place, showing one of the things
with which the Chief Elecioral Officer and
those associated with him had to con-
tend. Ancther place passed a resolution
that—

In the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that instructions be given to the
Chief FElectoral Olficer that in compil-
ing new rolis for the Legislative Coun-
cil provinces the names of all persons
who are shown by the municipal or
road board lists to possess the neces-
sary qualifications be placed on the
new rolls.

Hon. J. Mitehell :
reasonable.

That is surely
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Mr. E. B. Johnston:
instruction.

The A'TTORNEY GENERAL: The
Chief Electoral Officer had to contend
against this stupendous and, he said it
with all respect, magnificent ignorance,
It was absolate ignorance.

Hon. J. Mitchell : To whom nre you
referring ¢

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : To all
who endorsed that resolution.

Mr, Male : It is a refleetion on mem-
bers of another place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt was
not all a reflection on them. In the first
place the hon. member, himself a great
constitutional authority

Uon. J. Mitchell : Certainly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Knew
that that hody had no right to interfere
with the exeeutive funections of govern-
ment.

Hon. J, Mitchell :
to express an opinion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : But
they had no right to give orders to in-
strnct the Chief Electoral Officer. They
arrogated in a resolution of this kind a
power that had no place in the Constitu-
tion. It was indecent, it was forgetful
of their power. Supposing they had the
power, and had given this instruction,
and the Electoral Officer had carried it
out, if this had been done and the muni-
cipal council and roads boards rolls had
been taken as lisis of qualified voters for
the Legislative Conneil, this would have
happened : The late Dr. Haynes, whese
funeral he had regretfully and serrow-
fully attended, would have been gualified
for a place on the East Provinee roll. To
go still Further, Beatrice Day, an actress
who had never lived in the State, would
have gone on the South-Bast Province
roll. Again, Mr. Ellerton Brown, who
had been living in Tasmania for years,
would have gone on the roll. The order
was to put these men and women on the
roll, and that order had bcen given by
the Legislative Council. The Chief Elec-
toral Officer had to eontend against snch
arrogant instructions as these, to put
dead men and absentee actresses and re-
sidents in Tasmania on the roils. More-

It is an illegal

They have a right
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over, there was one W. Y. Hassan ; he
did not know of what nationality that
gentleman was, but he knew that the
individual in question was on the roll
for these loeal bodies, and therefore if
the Legislative Council instruetion had
been carried out, this man would have
been put on the Metropolitan-Suburban
roll, notwithstanding he had never been
naturalised. The roll would be filled with
dead people, absentee actresses, people
living abroad, and aliens of all classes
and descriptions. Under these cireum-
stances it could well be understood that
a gentleman in the position of Mr. Sten-
berg required to be exceedingly acute.
The hon. member had seid no ope could
deny that My. Stenberg was an very able
offieer. He (the Atforney General)
agreed with this, and appreciated that
officer’s great mental abilities, Lis me-
thods, hie power of organisation. Where-
ever possible he had utilised that officer’s
gervices. Nor had the Government heen
forgetful of those services, for they had,
on more than one occasion, given that
officer some special recognition of those
services. The hon, member had referred
to the imperfeetions of the Geraldton
roll. These imperfections were to be ad-
mitted. Tf the Geraldion roll had been
perfeci—that it was not was in no wise
ascribable to Mr. Stenberg—there could
have been no Liberal victory there.

Mr. Allen : How do you know 2%
Mr. Lewis : It is a very poor old vie-
tory.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : It was
net & victory at all. There had been 12
informal votes, and these were all for
Labour. Some of the postal votes east
had been illegal, az would subsequently
be proved.

Mr. Allen :
election.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : It had
happened in this election. One of those
fiehting for the Liberal movement, and
who alse ran the local paper at Northam
—a paper that lent its soft, downy influ-
ence to the hon. member and took him
under its special wing and protection—
had referred to a number of claims re-

That happens in every
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ceived with imperfeet addresses. This
number wag not the number which an
hou. member in another place had
stated, bunt was 137. Some of these
claimg had been made ouf, ‘‘Care of
V.D.G. WU, Geraldton,”” while others
were simply addressed *‘Geraldten.’’
This was the total received sinee the pub-
licution of the roll in 1911, since theé Act
came into force, Out of that number
no fewer than 107, or 80 per cent. had
heen put in, aunthorised and approved by
Mr. Udy, a Liberal who was also secre-
tary for Mr, Eiliott,

Hon. J. Mitehell: What has that to do
with it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Governnent were accused of having
stuffed the roll and acted illegally.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Who accused you?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As he
had previously slated, they had been
accused by a gentleman who owned the
newspaper that treacled the hon. member.
That gentleman had made the accusation
upon a public platform at Geraldton, and
it was understood that he was making
the accusation elsewhere. However, that
was no accusafion against the Chief Elee-
tora] Officer, or the Electoral Department.
The law provided that there should be a
serutiny  or examination by the loeal
officer, with whom was left the responsi-
bility of deciding the admittance or re-
Jjeetion of a claim before it was forwarded
down to the central office. The Liberal
who had approved those 107 claims had
heen formerly in the FEleetoral Depart-
ment, and notwithstanding his heing an
electoral officer and a frue Liberal sup-
porting Mr, Flliott, his name stood aupon
the roll as “Udy, Geraldten.”

Mr, E. B, Johnston: Could we not get
a non-party man for electoral officer next
fime?

The ATTORNEY GENFRAL : There
were many men who while true to the
eolonrs of a party counld still be impartial,
There were hononrable men on hoth sides,
and those men could be frusted by both
sides. Tle was not casting any aspersicn
whatever npon the electoral officer., He
could not eall to mind any instanee where
electoral registrars had abused their posi-
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tion. He believed we could honourably
trust our fellows with a position of that
kind. All he objected to was the same
old insinunation that the Electoral Depart-
ment was corrupt, that the machinery of
that function of State Government was
utilised to bolster np and strengthen the
party in power and to humiliate its op-
ponents, The inference was there all the
time. He ohjected to this inference. The
bulk of the aceusations were hurled, not
for the purpose of besmirching the elec-
toral officers or the Electoral Department,
but ihe Scaddan Government. The whole
machinery used in this attack was eom-
posed of. half truths and whoele faults.
There was no magnanimity, no sense of
justice, no elear-ecut principle of honour
in their utterances for party purposes.
He conld only say for the Chief Electoral
Officer that his position had been under
consideration for a long time, and only
the fact that the Government had to deal
with the Publie Service Commissioner in
accordance with the law, and the fact
that they could not spend too much
on administration, that was to say,
could not pay all in aceordance
with their deserts—ouly those faets
prevented a speedier recognition of
the services of the Chief Electoral
Registrar. However, those services had
already been reecognised in other ways
than were shown npon the Estimates. All
appreciated the services of the Chief
Electoral Officer. The Government had
received from that offieer valuable help
on important matters.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 8o far as he
was concerned, he had not reflected on
the Chief Electoral Officer. When hon.
members asked the Attornev General a
question the Attorney General became
rude,

The Attorney (eneral :

Hon, J. MITCHELL :
nonsense at all.

Nonsense.

It was not

The Attorney General : That is your
stock argument every time voun gei up.
Why do yon not say something new ¢

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Bv way of
variety he might say that the Attorney
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General’s impertinence, like his ignorance,
was colossal and complete,

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon.
member would be required to withdraw
that,

The Attorney General: It is not new,
anyhow.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : The remark
wonld be withdrawn. When the Attorney
General was asked a question (he Min-
ister onght to be at least as civil as was
the questioner. He {Hon. J. Mitchell)
had said nothing agaiost the work of the
Chief Electoral Officer, notwithstanding
which the Attorney General had declared
that the owner of a newspaper had lev-
elied some abuse at Mr. Stenberg, He
{(Hon. J. Mitehell) was not responsible
for anything thus said.

The Attorney Geuneral : Did T ever ac-
cuse you of being responsible ?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes, the At-
torney General had endeavoured fo con-
neet him with the newspaper which had
east accusations at Mr. Stenberg, If those
aceunsations conld be proved the Attorney
General wounld have to take them into
account, and if Mr, Stenberg was at
fault that officer would require to be
called upon to answer his fault. So far
as was known, Mr., Stenberg had done
his duty well and fairly. He (Hon. J.
Mitehell} was not eoncerned whether the
imperfect claim eards had been sent in
by Libera) or by Labour representatives.
In sueh matters he had never made dis-
tinetion between the two parties, nor had
he taken into consideration the polities of
the gentleman in charge of the Electoral
Department. Every claim card should,
of conrse inclnde the permanent address.
It was not suffietent to say that a man
lived at a boarding house when perhaps
there were ten such houses in the town.

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Everyone who
had a right to be on the roll ought to be
on the roll and he was eoncerned only to
have clean rolls. He was not blaming the
Chief Electoral Officer for the present
sitnation,
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Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Who are you blam-
ing?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If he blamed
anyone it would be his duty to blame the
Minister. The Minister, of course, was
not responsible for entering ihe names on
the roll but he was responsible for what
his officers did. It was unfortunate that
names appeared on the roll without the
proper addresses. Names appeared simi-
larly on wany of the rolls but no doubt
this would be rectified. It did not matter
whether they were put on by the gentle-
man representing the Electoral Depart-
ment at Geraldton, or by anyone else; it
did not matter whether the people eon-
cerned were likely to vote Liberal or
Labour; his conecern was to have a pet-
feet roll showing the address of each
person,

The Attorney General : What would
vou do with Lhose living outside of muni-
cipal boundaries or in town sites where
the lols are not surveyed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The best address
possible should be inserted. Farms had
their names.

The Attorney Gélleral:
have no name,

Hon., J. MITCHELL: Then it would
be possible to indicate Mr. Jones's farm.
It was possible to indieate the locality
just as in addressing a letter it was pos-
sible to give a direction which wounld en-
sare delivery.

Many farms

Mr. Gill: How many thousand have
their letters addressed to the post office
in Perth?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Many letters
were addressed there temporarily. What
he desired to point out was that this eare-
lessness was likely to lead to tronble in
future,

The Attornev General: Tt is net all
carelessness,

Hon. J. MITCHELL : There must be
gome carelessness. If a man was living
at a boarding-house or at an hotel, the
address could be stated. The trouble
might have arisen (hrough ignorance of
the reguirements of the Electoral Aet,
and it was now for the Attorney General
to see that the rolls were put in order.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Underwood: To see that there are
not too many on them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The only desire
on his part was o see clean rolls. The
Attorney General referred {o a resolution
of another place sent to the Chief Elee-
toral Officer- Of that he knew nothing.
Last year he understood a resolution was
carried protesting against the making up
of the rolls, and the Attorney General
agreed that anoilier place was right in
demanding that certain ones should be
disfranchised unless they sent in a fresh
claim card.

The Attorney General: I did not agree
with that; they misunderstood my policy
then as they do now,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
(eneral bad pointed ount that the resolu-
tion of another place could not be put
into effect because it was against the Act.
That was quite right, and a dignified
reply to another place would meet the
situation, He was not concerned as re-
garded the newspaper which had been
mentioned. The editor of that paper
eould take care of himself. As regarded
the salary of the Chief Electoral Officer,
the Attorney General said he had received
special recognition, presumably for spe-
eial serviees rendered to the Attomey
General.

The Attorney General: Services to the
State,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, for special
work, and while that added to the amount
actually drawn-by this officer, it was for
special services outside of the service
which he was ealled upon to perform as
Chief FElecloral Officer.

Mr, Dwyer: He is not getting sufficient
salary,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: 1t was his con-
lention that the salary was inadequate for
1he position.

The Attorney General: I did not say
that was all; be fair.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But it was not
by way of payment for his serviees as
Chief Electoral Officer.  The WMinister
stated that the total amount was in excess
of the £432 shown on the Estimates. Pre-
sumably the Chief Electoral Officer was
paid for his report in conneetion with
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proporlional represeniation and other
work. He had no objection to that, but
the £432 was all hon. members knew
about. The Attorney General, Lowever,
had promised to take the matter inte con-
sideration. The Chief Electoral Officer
would have a fairly busy lime during the
eurrent 12 months and he hoped the Mini-
ster would see his way to increase his
salary, Tt was better that the Chief
Tlectoral Officer should be paid a fair
salary, and thail his services should be
available not only in connection with elec-
tions and electoral roils, but in connec-
tion with all electoral matters upon
which the Attorney General might re-
quire his services. Tt was preferable to
have a substantial, fixed salary to pay-
ment for special work, thongh he did not
want the Attorney General to imagine
that he was objeeting fo special payment
for special work.

The Attorney General: Would that be
economising ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 'The Minister
must treat the officers fairly.

Mr. Underwood: You are opposed to
extravagance, are you not ¥

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Absolutely, but
he was not opposed to fair treaiment and
this officer wonld he vnfairly treated if
£432 was all he was to draw during the
current year.

Mr. FOLEY : It was not right that a
charge made againsl the Chief Flectoral
Officer on the public platform, and in a
section of the Press, shonld reflect on the
Chief Electoral Officer. Mueh or little
as the hon. member of another place de-
sired to speak disparagingly of this offi-
cer, lie evidently wished to show that
there was something wrong in the admini-
stration of fhe Electoral Departneent
other than that portion of whieh the
Chief Electoral Officer had charge. In
regard to the late election, there was no
one who wounld blame the Chief Electoral
Officer for names not appearing on the
roll. The Attorney General had put the
case for his administration. The hon.
member for Northam had touched upoa
a phase of the question, which had ecalled
forth some remarks from the Attorney
fleneral, on the action which members of
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another place had taken. As far as his
knowledge of the work done by the Chief
Electoral Officer was concerned, that work
was really good, and no one could con-
scientionsly say that the officer was
biassed towards one political side or the
other. The statement made recenfly at
Geraldton by the hon. member in question
practically put the Chief Electoral Officer
in the position of being a party man
while holding a public position. He
wished to resent that and to say that the
Chief Electoral Officer was a capable
man. The fact of so many names having
been left off the roll was not the fault
altogether of that officer. A great amounnt
of work must be teft to the divisional
officers. 1f the divisional offieer in this
case was wrong the Chief Electoral Offi-
eer conid not be blamed, and consequently
aspersions  cast at the Government
were groundless.” As far as the names
that had been placed on recently were
concerned, those with insufficient ad-
dresses, in places like Geraldton or other
remote places in the State, the name of
the town onght to be sufficient address for
anyone. There were many men who fol-
lowed employments which took them to
different parts of the State, and even in
a town a man might move from one part
of it to another, and the fact of that man
shifting in iLhis way should not disqualify
him from enrolment. The name of a
town like Geraldton ought to be sufficient
address to comply with the provisions of
the Flectoral Aet. No matter what the
result might have been, no charge could
be laid at the door of the Chief Elertoral
Officer, but he believed that if the names
that were already in the hands of those
who were organising the rolis had heen
aceepted the result would have heen very
different. Of eourse, members opposite
would not have cared to see a different
result hrought about, but there was a
marked difference between the eonduet of
the recent election and a similar election
at Mengzies, where the then Minister for
Mines was concerned- Tf the Electoral
Act of to-day hard been as it was at the
time of the Menzies election there would
not have been any diffieulty in npsetting
the Greraldton election. The then Mini-
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ster for Mines at the Menzies election
found that a sufficient number had voted
illegally to enable him to upset the elec-
tion. In connection with the recent elee-
tion, the fault lay at the door of the
Opposition for having altered the Aet so
as to allow corrupt practises to take place.
The Minister might be urged when elec-
toral reform was being brought in to
consider the matter from the point of re-
form rather than from the point of view
of retrogression, as had been done when
the present Act was dealt with,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This ques-
tion of the voting or the voters on the roll
at Geraldton appeared to have caused
some little diseussion, He was surprised
to hear hefore the tea adjournment the
Attorney General declare that all the in-
formal votes at Geraldton were Labour
votes. As a matter of fact of the 12 in-
formal votes seven were for Mr. Elliott.

The Attorney General: " How do you
know that¢

Hon. FRANE WILSON: Mr. Elliott
was near the sernfineers and saw the
ballot-papers and they were thrown ont
for the reason that the returning officer
or whoever was responsible for issuing
them had not initialled the backs of those
papers. Did the Attorney General know
anything to the conirary ¢

The Attorney General: I presnme they
were for the Labour c¢andidate.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What right
had the Attorney General to presume
that the informal wvotes were for the
Labour candidate.

The Attorney General: You are only
spenking from hearsay—from an inter-
ested party.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was from
the successful candidate who saw the
ballot-papers and that gentleman had
told him that seven of those votes bhore
his name. That wonld be good legal evi-
dence if it was taken to a court, and the
Attorney General knew it. The Attorney
General presumed that he knew differently.
To make a statement like that was not
dignified and was not compatible with
the high offiee he oceupied, but the At-
torney General! bad not learned dignity
and he was too old to begin now. There
had been a lot of talk about the 100 odd
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voters whose addresses were insufficiently
given.

The Attorney General: One hundred
and thirty-seven.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The num-
ber, he had been told, was 180.

The Attorney General: Hearsay again.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General had only presnmed in regard
to what he had stated, and he admitted
that now, although he did not admit it
whenr making his speech,

The Attorney General: Yes, I did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of
the sort. The hon. member made the as-
sertion.

Mr. Foley interjected.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The member
for Leonora did not know what he (Mr,
Wilson) was talking about.

The Attorney General: That iz a
sample of dignity.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1t was a

sampe of debate and it was a fact
also. The Attorney general had pre-
sumed that the informal votes were La-
bour votes, but the fact conld be repeated
for the hon. genileman's information that
seven of the 12 bore.Mr, Elliott’s name.
We wanted clean rolls and we wanted
pure rolls, rolls that were accurate.

Mr. Thomas: You ought to be satis-
fled,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, he
would never be satisfied if there was any-
thing wrong with the rotls. These 137
names were wrongly on the rolls because,
according to the Electoral Act, they did
not have the right addresses.

The Attorney General:
correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was so.
The addresses were given as care of the
seeretary of a Labonr organisation.

The Attorney General: And their ad-
dresses were there also.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Bat their
living place was not there,

The Attorney General: It was in some
instanees.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tt was not
on the roll at all. Exception was taken
to the address being as ecare of the secre-
tary of a Labour organisation.

That is not
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The Attorney General: That was the
postal address.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They crossed
that 6ut and left in the word “Geraldton.”

The Attorney General: That was the
postal address,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The residen-
t{al address was not there. The Attorney
General was playing the goat.

The Attorney (eneral: Another ex-
ample of beautifn! dignity.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General knew that that was so.

The Attorney General: If I am play-
ing the goat, yon are playing the pig.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And the
hon. member is playing the fool.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon.
members shonld not indulge in such per-
sonalities.

Hon. FRANK. WILSON: The Attor-
ney General ought to learn to control his
temper.

The Attorney General: So ought you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: A painful
example he was setting us,

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Before the
interruptions he was referring to the 137
names which did not bear sufficient ad-
dresses. The mere address, care of some
union or other was objected to, and the
department struck out care of the secre-
tary of the union, and left it plain Ger-
aldton. No one would objeet to a man
or a woman having a vote if entitled to
it, and surely if the Electoral Act stated
that the place of abode mnst be defined
that place of abode should be on the roll.

Mr. Thomas: Why not npset it then?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member could upset it if he liked.

Mr. Foley: You know very well you
cannot. .

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was
known very well that the hon. member
would.

The Premier: We will next year.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier now was squirmine beeause of the
result of the election. He took the whole
of his Ministry up there, as well as about
half a dozen members to assist in the fight
_and he got beaten. He did not like that
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becanse of the violent efforts he put for-
ward and the promises he made to win
the seat.

The Premier: I kept you busy.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And the
Premier was kept busy to some purpose
by him (Mr. Wilson). Now he (Mr.
Wilson) could afford to be satisfied with
the result, but what he wanted to poini
out was that a mistake had been made in
this respeet. The Attorney General ad-
mitted that in regard to these 137 names
someone was responsible. It did not mat-
ter a rap who sent the names in, the offi-
cer who put the names on the roll in that
manner was responsible. The Attorney
General had to admit that those names
should not be there. It did not matter
whether they were names of Liberals or
Labourites. The fact remained that these
people were wrongly enrolled because it
had to be clearly stated where the resi-
dence was, If that was the case, why
should there be trouble about it? Why
should the Opposition be aceused of mak-
ing a wrong complaint? Why should an
hon. member in another place be taken
to task by the Attorney General becanse
he was trying to get information?

The Attorney General: Nothing of the
sort.

The Premier: It is desired to make the
public believe that there was an irregu-
larity from our point of view.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
was,

Mr. Foley: Whose fault was it?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The fault of
the department.

Mr. Foley: And who is the head of the
department but the msn you are dis-
eussing.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General was the head of the depart.
ment, and he was the man who should be
held responsible.

Mr. Foley: Why do you not be manly
and discuss it from that point of view?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: From what.
point of view? The hon. member was
hiassed; he was blind. Even the Pre-
mier was biassed, becanse he assumed
something ulterior; he said “You did it,
you put the man on the roll irregularly in

So there
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order to gel the votes, and we ¢an upset
the election.”

Mr. Foley: You fixed it up under the
Electoral Act.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Nobody
wanted any hon, member to be wrong-
fully in this House, and he challenged the
Government to upset the election, Apart
altogether from that, why should both
parties not join forees and get the roll
purified. If those 137 names were wrong-
fully on the roll, they should be struck
ont, and why should hon. members abuse
a member of another place because he
was taking sleps in that direction? So
far as the 400 votes were concernhed, the
Minister said that if they had been on the
roll the Government would have won the
election in a canter. Ie ventured to say
that those 400 votes would have dwindled
inlo a very small number indeed when
they were examined. They had been col-
lected in the usnal methed of representa-
tives of the Government hy a man stand-
ing in the street and asking passers-hy
“Are you on the roll? Tf you do not
know, fill in a eclaim card.” He made
hold to say that the majority of those
people whose names appeared on the 400
claim cards were already on the roll and
bad exerciced the franchise at the last
election.

Mr. Dwyer: There were over 60 new
names lodged on the 10th.

Hon. FRANK WILSQN: Probably
the Liberal candidate would have received
about 40 per cent. of them. If Ministers
were so sure of their own ground they
must have some nside information. What
did the Ministers know about those 400
claime? If they kunew anything why
should not other members have the same
information, and why sheuld Mr. Cole-
hateh be abused for asking for that in-
formation? Was il not in the interests
of all that Parliament should know every-
thing ahout the rolls and expunge those
who were not entitled to vote? Was it
likely that the Taberal organisers would
be a party to having a number of voters
wrongfully placed on the rell as was in-
sinuafted hy the Premier and the Attorney
General?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: I have not spoken,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier was always speaking even when he
was sitting. The hon. member had re-
marked that ihe secretary of the Liberal
League had sent the ¢laims in.

The Premier: I did? You must have
been drinking.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Even if the
secretary of the Liberal Leagne had sent
them in, what difference did it make?
That gzentleman was not likely to be send-
ing in names, the address of which was
eare of the Secretary of the Workers’
Union.  The bidk of those names must
have been sent in by Government sup-
porters because the address of the ma-
jority of them was eare of the union see-

retary.

The Premier: What about Udy's own
address?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1f Mr.

Udy's address was wrong it should have
been put right or his name struck off the
roll. Two wrongs did not make a right.
He objected to this discussion being made
the exeuse for an attack on a member of
another place who was endeavouring to
obtain information with a view to bring-
ing about the purity of the rolls.

The Premier: That was not his idea.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course
it was the idea. Members on the Govern-
ment side interjected that the Opposition
should be satisfied with the result of the
election. Tle was satisfied with the result
of the eleetion, but he was not satisfied
wilh the condition of the rolls, The rolls
ought to be made as perfect as possible
and when they got the rolls perfect it
would not be a majority of 12, but of 200
or 300 votes, by which the Liberal eandi-
date would win.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
Commiftee must be very grateful for the
little sermon on. dignity delivered by the
leader of the Opposition. He did not
kitow ihat membhers on the Government
side of the House required such a lesson,
but he hoped it wonld be appreciated by
the members of the Opposition.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tt was addressed
to the Minister himself.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: ©No
such lectures were required from the hon.
member,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
quire it,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon, member could not forbear his usual
course of trying to cover the Government
side and him (the Attorney General), as
Minister conirolling the department, with
opprobrium and with insinuations of dis-
honorable condnet.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Oh, dear no!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly. The Minister controlling the
Electoral Department was accused of do-
ing things which no gentleman, let alone
an hon, member of a dignified assembly,
could with rectitude to himself be gmilty
of, The leader of the Opposition had
found fault because he (the Attorney
General} had chosen fo allude io0 2 mem-
ber of another place and had made it
appear that he had attacked a member of
another place, simply beeanse that gentle-
man had asked certain questions. As a
matter of fact the whole discussion had
arisen out of the speech of the member
for Northam who had been following on
the lines of a member in another place
and making allusions to the omitted votes
under lhe description of purity of the
rolls, Tn the course of those remarks he
had oceasion to draw aftention to what
the hon. member of another place had said
publicly in his newspaper—

The ground of complaint is that
when it is a matter of enrolling pro-
perty-awners and ratepayers, the ma-
jority of whom may be safely assumed
to be supporters of the Liberal party,
they are required to prove their quali-
fications with the uvimost exactitude.
whilsf, on the other hand, the loosest
methods imaginable are permitted in
the enrolment of casnal workers with-
out any fixed habitation, who, for the
most part, are snpporters of the Gov-
ernment in power.

That statement was made by the editor
of the Northam Advertiser who was
known e every member of the House.
Insinuations of the same kind had been
made ait Geraldton during the election. He

I say you do re-
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had drawn attention to those statements
because they reftected upon an officer
whose salary was under discussion this
evening. The Chief Electoral Officer was
there accused of putting restrictions on
Liberal supporters, of placing intentional
difficulties in the way of their getting on
the roll, whereas in the case of a Govern-
ment supporter the loosest methods were
adopted. To make an accusation of that
kind was to accuse a distinguished public
servant of absolute dishonour. That
might be dignified, it might be the
very height of political rectitnde to
make accusations of that kind, but
to his mind that kind of conduct re-
vealed a character lacking not only chiv-
alry, but also that dignified respeet
for vne's fellows that eharacterised a man,
nof to say a gentleman. He was protest-
ing in defence of the officer in charge of
the Electoral Department, and the method
adopted was seemingly the course usually
adopted by members opposite of trying to
cover the Government with blame. The
Chief Electoral Officer, they said, was an
bonorable mwan, a good man, a faithful
man, and a irue man, but his rolls were
imperfect, they were wrongly compiled,
and were compited to the detriment of the
Liberal party.

Hon, J. Mitchell: We did not say that.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Your imagination
is ranuing riot.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no hecessity for imagination, The
statement was contained in the article in
the Northam Advertiser, and that article
and the gentleman responsible for it had
heen defended this evening by members
of the Opposition, whilst he was aceused
of forgetting his dignity becanse he dared
to challenge a statement of that kind,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is ihe
paper; is it the Worker?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Worker wonld never soil its pages with
ink of that stench, This was the paper
published in the aristoeratic quarter rep-
resented by the member for Northam, It
was published by an hon. member of an-
other place who bhad been sent up to Ger-
aldton in order to malign this Govern-
ment. It was a Liberal organ.
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Mr, Bolton:
leader.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
the organ of one who was aspiring to be
and might be the new leader of the Lib-
eral party. That statement was a dis-
tinetly libellous one, and if Mr, Stenberg
would follow his advice he would test the
matter in the law courts, bring those gen-
tlemen to book, and let them try to prove
what was so glibly asserted by them in
the Press and on the platform. The
Leader of the Opposition had stated that
the Glovernment had put people illegally
on the roll, and that those names with
the address, care of the secretary of the
local union, were all illegally vpon the
roll.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was the inference. As a matter of fact
they were not illegally upon the roil. Ths
Act did provide that there should be an
address given, the place where the person
wishing to vote resided; but it also pro-
vided that the postal address shounld be
wiven as well, because there was a goai
deal of correspondence in reference to
these claims.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That has nothing
to do with the roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All
that had been done wrong had been in
the printing; the address had been given
and the postal address was given also.
The residence was given and that com-
plied with the law,

Hon, Frank Wilson: But the residence
15 not on the roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The re-
ference was to those whose residence was
on the roll and whose postal address was
given in addition. As to those names
whose address was not given exeept as
Geraldton, it by no means followed that
all of them, if any of them, were illeg-
ally there, as was so glibly asserted. As
a matter of truth, those people whose ad-
dresses appeared as Geraldton might live
on the outskirts of Geraldton, beyond the
borders of the municipality, where
streets were not delimited, and where
there was no real address that conld be
put in phraseology. They lived on blocks

The organ of the new
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where they had lived for years and the
address had never been given, and it was
only now when members of the Opposi-
tion sought to eover him {the Attorney
General) with insult and contumely that
these names were said to be wrongly on
the roll. The Liberal secretary, Mr. Udy,
who had helped so much at the fight at
Geraldton, and who bad been the right-
hand man and spokesman for the candi-
date, gave his address as simply “Ger-
aldton.” It was his address, “Geraldton,”
and nothing more, There it stood. He
had here a copy of the postal claim card.
It provided that the surname should he
given in the top, then full christian
names, sex, and oceupation, usuzl per-
manent place of living, and full postal
address, and because the postal address
had been published on the roll as well
as the place of living, we were accused
of corruption. This was a sample of the
parliamentary dignity of the chief god
of Olympus. Marvellous dignity. Where
was his pedestal? ILet the hon, member
try and teach dignity. He needed fo
learn it in all his remaining years, He
(the Attorney General) asserted that in
this instance—he did not mean that there
were no exeeptions——

Hon. Frank Wilson: You were wrong
ahout the 137 names,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tie
137 names were just given as Geraldton
—he admitted that, but 107 of these were
collected by Mr. Udy, who wag then the
electoral officer and a member of the Lib-
eral party. That gentleman was respon-
sible for these names, and sent them
down to the Chief Electoral Officer. He
(the Attorney General) wanted to eorrect
the statement made by the leader of the
Opposition that the responsibility for
these names resied entirely with the Chief
Electoral Officer. It was the established
duty of the loeal registrar to satisfy him-
self as to the veracity and correctness of
each elaim, as to its admissibility from
a legal standpoint. The local man fo
satisfy himself as to the validity of these
claims now so muech complained of was
Mr. Udy, the electoral officer of the (fer-
aldton district, and a member of the Lib-
eral League. He (the Attorney General)



[18 Noveuser, 1013.]

wanted to draw attention again to the
unfair taetics of the leader of the Op-
position in telling half truths, and leav-
ing it at that, when the inference was
against his opponents. The hon. member
said that the Premier went up to Gerald-
ton and took with him half his Ministry.

Hon. Frank Wilson: So he did.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was half the truth.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is the whols
truth.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
did the other side do? There was Mr.
Colebatch——

Mr. Foley: The leadér of the Oposi-
tion in another place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
aspiring lender—member of a non-party
House—a member of the plaecid house of
review—sa member of that House which
had no politics—a member of that House
which considered al! measures on their
merits, That hon, member left the ser-
enity of the calm review chamber, went
to Geraldton with all the fires of vituper-
ation and the inspiration of vapid ae-
eusation. That was what he did. Who
was with him? Ancther member of that
placid chamber—Mr. Connolly, also an-
other member of the non-party House,
Mr. Patrick. Then there was Sir Edward
Wittenoom—all of them beauntiful demo-
crats; magnificent specimens of the peo-
ple’s friends.

Mr, Monger: Where was Mr, Drew?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never
mind. Those he had mentioned were all
members of that Chamber and they did
not go up for a day and give one speech
as he and others did, but went all over
the country fluttering in and fluttering
out, hoisting all kinds of quasi-sectarian
flags. Going from house to house aml
from street to street was that magnificent
paragon of wisdom, the hon, member for
Claremont. All these had been meander-
ing in Geraldton.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member was getting away from the gnes-
tion of the Chief Elegtoral Officer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
he had been doing was only replying to
the attack of the hon. member, and giving
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a quid pro quo. He wanted to correct the
statement that special efforts had heen
put forward on the side of the Govern-
ment, and no special efforts by hon, mem-
bers opposite. It must be admitted that
there was nothing in this out-of-the-way
diseussion affecting the Chief Electoral
Officer. He bad said and repeated that
that officer was a pattern to ali men en-
gaged in similar professional work in the
Commonwealth, He was a genlleman
who had faithfully done his duty in re-
gard to electoral matters, whatever side
had been in office. He (the Attorney
General) appreciated what had been said
good of this officer. Every good word
said of him, and in testimony of the work
performed by him was an answer to the
argaments of the Opposition, that there
was corruption or under-hand methods or
any mean course of conduct on the part
of Ministers and on the part of himself
(the Attorney General). Wherever hon,
members praised the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer for his work they cast a shadow of
that praise on himself, and he felt prond
of the officer and the work done in his
department.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General, with his wonderful gift of
eloquence, and, as usval, with his vivid
imagination, which had had such a beaw-
tifnl effect on the electors of Geraldton,
had attempted to draw a picture which
never had any existence, except in his own
imagination, He had talked about cor-
ruption, but we had never mentioned cor-
ruption. The Attorney General had
talled about the reflected glory he way
entitled to, and of the reflected glory he
zof from his department. We had never
suggested for a momen{ that there were
nlterior motives underlying this question
of eertain names being wrongly on the

roll or on the vroll with insuffi-
cient evidence, according to the
Electoral Aet. We simply pointed

out the error to the hon. gentleman, and
he vose up in his seat and flooded the
Chamber with a tirade of abuse, and, to
some extent, a glorification of himself and
his department. MHe (Mr. Wilson) was
satisfied to lel the matter rest at that.
He had no concern in the newspaper
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the Attorney (eneral had been reading
from, whether it was published in Nor-
tham, Perth, or Kalgoorlie, but he had a
dutly to perform here, no matter how the
Attorney General reiterated, exaggerated,
or condemned. That duty was going to
be performed on every occasion, without
offence, he hoped, but if the Attorney
General was so thin-skinned as to take
offetice, we eould not help it, we eonld
only regret it, The Attorney General
wanted to make out that hon. members
of the Upper IHouse had no right to be
seen in Geraldton in connection with this
election, and yet the hon. member had
his own eolleague, the Colonial Seeretary,
who resided there, doing his best as an
active member to return the Government
Whip for that constituency, and he had
his paper behind him all ihe time, and
because the editor of that paper dared
to reflect on the Government ecandidate
he was unceremoniously sacked, and the
member for Albany sent to take his place,

Mr. Harper :
that ¢

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Attor-
ney (eneral said that the Colonial See-
retary was a Minister, Mr. Connolly, how-
ever, was an ex-Minister, and Mr. Cole-
batch was Vice-President of the Liberal
League. a political orpganisation, Had not
he the right to be heard § -

My, Turvey: Yhy does he claim to
belong to a non-party House ¢

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Sir Edward
Wittenoomn was an ex-President of the
Liheral League, and why also should not
Mpr, Patrick work for the Liberal party,
which he believed in, and supported ?
Be that as it might, he was glad to think
that the efforts of these gentlemen, com-
bined with the feeble effort he (Mr. Wil-
son) was able to put in on Lis own part,
were suceessful, and that the wisdom of
the member for Claremont, referred to
in such tones of contempt by the Attor-
ney General, added no little to the vie-
tory which was won on Saturday at Ger-
aldton. He was not concerned with the
Attorney General’s dignity, but was con-
cerned about the dignity of this House,
which appeared to be becoming a thing
of the past.

You don’t mean to say

[ASSEMBLY.]

'The Attorney General : I agree with
you.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : If the At-
torney General agreed with him, let us
Jjoin forces and uplift it onee more. Let
us uplift it onee more from the mire into
which the Attorney General had drawn
us, notwithstanding his life-long experi-
ence and the fact that he ought to know
much better.

Item, General Eleetion, £3,000 :

Mr. MALE : If a local option vote
was going to cost £6,000 then £3,000 did
not seem sufiicient for a general elee-
tion, .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
hon. memher would see that the total con-
templated expenses for the election next
year was, not £3,000 but £14,450. This
item of £3.000 was only one feature of
that expense. The toial cost was made up
of difterent items, and divided into parts,
aggregating £14,450. Again, it was not
for a general election, bat simply for a
Legislative Council election.

Mr. MALE : Then the Estimates were
misleeding in their deseription. How
could it be called a general election if it

was merely a Legislative Council elec-
tion?
The ATTORXEY GENERAL : Cer-

tainly the item might bave been more
clearly defined. 1t alluded merely to
the Legislative Couneil election. It was
always ealled o general election for the
Legislative Conneil, and a general elee-
tion for lhie Legislative Assembly, by way
of distingnishing sueh elections from by-
elections,

Ttem. Extra assislance in the prepara-
tion of electoral rolls; fees to returning
and presiding officers; payments to
police in connection with electoral cen-
sus; advertising, printing, and other ex-
penses in ¢onneetion with by-elections,
eteetera, £4,000 :

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The preparation
of electoral volls had been pretty fully
disecussed. In his opinion it would be
found that ihe laxity complained of in
connection with the recent eleetion was
a resnlt of vears of growth. The Elee-
toral Act elearly required that full names
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and addresses should be given on the
claim eard.

The Premier: Suppose the claimant is
not living in a street.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If in a town he
would be living in a sireet.

The Premier: No, there were many in-
stances in (eraldton of residences not
on any sireet.

Hon. J. MMITCHELL: However, the
same irregularity had been in evidence on
the rolls for years past. He was now ask-
ing that suflicient money should be placed
on the Estimates to enable the registrar
to see that the proper addresses were ob-
tained. These irregularilies should cease
now that they had been pointed out. The
Act provided that the name of the street
should he stated.

The Premier: Or alternalively that the
address given must be such as will satisfy
the registrar.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: At any rate the
Attorney General should see that the rolls
were bronght into order so that a repeti-
tion of the diseussion which had taken
place this aftcrnoon might be avoided-

The ATTORNLEY GENERAL: With
others he could endorse whai had been
said about the necessity of getting the
fullest possible particulars. That was the
object of the existence of the Electoral
Department. The hon. member was some-
what at sea as lo the possibilities of
carrying out his proposal. In the Act
a “munieipality ov fownsite” was men-
tioned, but there were fownsites in the
State which had no street, which had not
heen surveved cxcept by way of pre-
liminary survey.

Mr. Male: Where is there a townsite
without streets?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
were many of them, only newly thrown
open. Even in a place like Geraldton
there were voters living just outside the
surveyed streets,

My, Wisdom: But not within the muni-
cipality.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At all
events they were only just outside the
municipal boundary. He could assure
the Committee that every effort would be
made to get a complete reliable roll, as
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indeed had been done as far as practie-
able in the past. Hon. members should.
not forget that in outlying distriets it
was necessary to depend upon officers,
some of them honorary, who were not
strietly trained to the exact work they had
te do. Some errors were hound to creep
in, but so far as human foresight could
avoid that he ecould trust the officers of
the department to do it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There might be
one or two living on the ontskirts of a
municipality, but they could not be in
appreciable numbers, Al that was re-
quired was that the roll shonld be made
as perfect as possible,

The Premier: In quite a number of
municipalities on the goldfields there were
pecple squatting within the area but not
on any street-

Hon. J. Mitchell: Then the Act should
be amended.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sub-
section 3 of Section 44 of the Act pro-
vided that if the residence of a elaimant
was not within a municipal district or
townsite, his vesidence should he stated
with such particulars as were in the opin-
ion of the registrar sufficient.

Vole put and passed.

Vote— Land Titles, £16,017—agreed to.

Vote—Stipendiary Magistracy,£28,188:

Ttem, Magistrates, £7,870:

Mr. FOLEY: Some magistrates were
apl to exceed their duty. All that the
State required of them was that they
should well try the cases brought before
them. ‘When these magistrates took up
the posilion of school-masters they were
overslepping their duties. Any magi-
strate who went oui of his way to say
that he knew for a positive fact that
stealing was rampant and was being
practised in all big firms in the City,
when he had not a vestige of evidence
to prove it, was_overstepping his duty.
If he had evidence, such evidence should
be made available. The Attorney General
would be wise to instruct the magistrates
that if they did the duty expecied of them
and did it well, they would be doing a ser-
vice to the State, bul if they overstepped
the mark and insulted the workers the
Government should place them in the
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oblivion which they would adorn much
better than a magisterial position when
they adopted such an attitude.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: u1nd not the
Minister think it time that another magi-
strate or {wo were appointed?

The Attorney General: What about
economy ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Lei the Govern-
ment sefl some of the motor cars or their
steamers. Last year it was pointed out
that the State was growwg rapidly and
that many new centres were springing up
which should be supplied, and which
could not be supplied by the present magi-
sterial staff, In the Katanning, Northam,
Geraldton, and other agrienttural distriets,
and probably in some of the gold mining
districts, many fresh cenfres of eonsider-
able importance were growing up. Magi-
strates had to do a tremendous amount of
travelling and the adminisiration of just-
ice most suffer, Magistrates should take
a greater proportion of the work, par-
cularly 1a the counlry districts where there
were few leisured people. In the southern
districts the Minister had had to supply
motor cars to enable magistrates to get
from court to court because of the in-
ereasing work, It was undesirable that
they should be rushing about praetically
day and night to hear cases, It meant
an added expense to the litigants, be-
cause cases had to be adjourned to enable
the magistrate te keep other appoint-
ments. He hoped that next year the
Minister would provide for one or two
additional magistrates.

The Premier: They are not doing so
badly.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They could do
only a certain amount of work and the
public were suffering,

The Premier: They are doing it and
are not complaining.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was utterly
impossible that the staff of magistrates
could do the work which they were called
upon to do owing to the new centres
which were opening up.

The Premier: They will have to, for a
time at any rate.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was his hope
that the time would not be long. Hono-

[ASSEMBLY.]

rary justices should not be called upon
to do so mueh work-

Mr. LANDER: Something should be
done to provide more courts. People
living on the Dowerin-Goomalling line
had to go either to Northam or to Merre-
din, Persouns living at Bruee Rock, which
was becoming an important place, had to
go to Merredin and pay 1s. a mile for a
summons served from Kellerberrin or
other places. The Attorney General
should arrange to have courts conducted
by honorary magistrates wherever con-
stables were stationed. Settlers should
not have to drive 30 miles to altend a
tinpot court.

Mr. GARDINER : It was his desire to
elicit a little information from the At-
torney (General in regard to the system
whereby men were eompelled to oceupy
the dual position of resident magistrate
and district medieal officer.  For some
time he had advocated that this system
should be abolished, and he thought he
had brought ample proof to show that the
system was iniguitous and unfair to the
men, but the Honorary Minister and the
Attorney General, whom he had con-
sulted, did not seem to know whether
they were on their heads or their heels,
The Attorney General said that althongh
he paid magistrates, he had no control
over them, and the Honorary Minister
gaid that, seeing the Attormey (eneral
paid them, it was impossible for him to
take action. The Roebourne distriet was
an immense one and the district medical
officer acted as magistrate, Although the
population was not large it was seattercd,
and the distriet medical officer should be
at the service of anyone who might re-
quire him, but his magisterial duties com-
pelled him to stay in Roebourne, and he
was giving greater attention to that
branch of his work than to the more im-
portant medical part, The Attorney Gen-
ernl should say who was the Minister
responsible for this state of affairs and
inform him how he could set about re-
medying an anomaly which undoubtelly
existed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
preceding speaker praeticaily put the
difficulties of the Government clearly. We
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were short of the means of doing all that
was desired.

Mr. S. Stubbs: He said you did not
know whether yon were on your head or
your heels,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member meant that meta-
phorically, In some of the far out
distriets the Government were com-
pelled to allow officers to amalgamate the
duties of different offices. Many elerks
of courts had to work for the Treaswry,
the Lands Department and the Savings
Bank, and perform multifarious duties
because salaries could not be augmented
to a considerable extent withont ereating
another ery from opponents. He would
always prefer that a magisirate shonld
be purely and simply a magistrate and
if the means were available that he should
have a legal training. "When changes
occurred he would endeavour to put that
poliey into practice. He was surprised
that the hon. member for Northam (Hon,
J. Mitchell) should acecuse the Govern-
ment of not doing enough. The hon.
member complained that the Government
were wasting money, but he never spoke
without asking the Government to spend
more money. Apart from any aceessories
of justice, the vote for the payment of
magistrates in 1912-13 was £21.565, and
the actual expenditure was £20,640. The
vote this year was £22,276 and the vote
¢onld not be inereased, more particularly
as there had heen no extensive complaints
of lack of service to the public by the
paucity of magistrates, or from the
magistrates themselves of being over-
worked. There was a pgood staff of
magistrates and they did their work un-
complainingly and there was no evidence
ihat they partienlarly desired assistance;
in fact he had found them most willing to
assist the Government when the oceasion
arose to open up new loeal courts as was
the case at Sandstone, Moora, and other
places. Those who aecepted the positions
of honorary justices of the peace and
were within the ranks of macisirates
shonld be more willing to deserve the
konour by the work they did for the
State. ‘
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Mr, O’Loghlen: Some are called upon
to do too much,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
willing horse was always most worked,
but there were many justices who simply
put the tag to their name as an ornament
and nothing else. They refused to assist
the police in forming a court. It was un-
necessary to increase the magistracy at
present, He admitted that more ecourts
were required.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Hear, hear !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
that could not be done with a wave of a
magic wand. The Government must firsi
of all get their taxation proposals passed
in order to secure the money.

Hon, J, Mitchell: More money !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
not the hon. member advocating an in-
erease in the number of magistrates and
how could that be done without money?

Hon, J. Mitchell: A reduction of Min-
isters’ salaries would pay for one or twe.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Addi-
tional money was neeessary. The Com-
mittee should eonsider the vast area which
had to be administered through the agency
of justices. So far as was possible we
were carrying justice and edueation to
every hamlet in the country and eonsider-
ing the area. The people of this State had
nothing whatsoever to complain if in the
direction of inadequacy of the adminis-
tration of justice. Western Australia
was at the top of the rank in this respeet,
and considering the small population, it
was marvellous, not that there was so
much to do, but that we should have done
so0 much.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This system was
not inaugurated by the Attorney General,
but during the previons Administration,
and he protested that too much was being
acked of magistrates. There was ample
money for every proper function of gov-
ernment. We were not hard up because
we paid our civil servants so much, but
because the Government undertook things
which did not come within the scope of
their proper functions, If we dropped
the trading concerns we would be able
to appoint more magistrates. There was
no desire on his part to further bhurden
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the people, but with proper administra-
tion there could be a better civil service
and a reasonably paid service. The dis-
tricts between Geraldton and Midiand
Junction should be supplied with one
magistrate. At the present time the
magistrate went by train from Midland
Junetion to Moora and returned, and in
this way oceupied a whole day. That was
not economy.

The Premier: They have noi much to
do now.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They had too
much to do and the result was that the
work was not properly doune. It was not
right that honorary justices should deal
with important cases,

Item, Clerks of Court, £9,670:

Mr, OLOGHLEN: A little informa-
tion might be given with regard to this
item which showed an inerease of £1,707
over the fignres of the previons year.
What he wanted to find out was some-
thing about the methods adopted by the
Government in regard to the payment of
clerks of courts whose time was not fully
ocenpied with ecourt work. He had
brought under the notice of the Attorney
(General three or four distinet instanees
of lack of duty on the part of some of
the clerks of courts. In one case the
officer at Pinjarrah had kept back doen-
ments for a month at a time before for-
warding them to the department. These
consisied of applications under the Pen-
sions Aet, and the result was they had not
received the attention of the officer-in-
charge. On lodging a profest he was in-
formed by the Crown Law Department
that this officer was only emploved on
(wo days a week, and it was contended
for him that he did not receive sufficient
remuneration to permit him to give more
{ime to eourt work, and the offieer him-
self also contended it was not part of
his work to attend to pension eclaims, The
Atlorney (leneral in his reply should state
how the inerease of £1,707 was fo be dis-
tributed. The clerks of courts, when they
had Commonwealth work to do, allowed
it to stand aside,

The Premier: That is not part of State
duty.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Then the position
ought to be more clearly defined. There
was no desire to overload the clerks of
courts with work, but he wanted to see
them paid for the serviees they rendered,
and the elerks who nndertook to receive
docoments should inform the people
whether it was their intention to deal
with them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member had referred to a difficulty
which had been experienced in - more
places than ¢ne. Tle State was large and
there had to be employed many clerks
of eourts, some of whom were only par-
tially employed in such a eapacity, and
other duties were put upon them by other
departments. There were so-called clerks
of courts who had more work to do for
the Lands Department, while others did
more work for the Treasury than they
did for the Crown Law Departwent.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And for the police.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
and for other departments of the State.
The matter the hon. membher had allnded
to had occasioned considerable correspon-
dence, not only with the officer at Pin-
jarrah, but with the Federal authorities,
and it had been pointed out to the latter
that the work could not be adequately
done for them under existing conditions
in places like Pinjarra.

Mr, (’Loghlen: Should not that officer
inform the people that he was not able
to deal with those doeuments?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One
eould not too severely blame the officer
under the eireumstances for having
negleeted what he thought was the most
foreign of his actual duties. The increase
in the vote was due entirely to the fact
that last year a number of the offices were
vacant and in that way the salaries were
not paid. The vote did not make provi-
sion for any big additional paymenis, Tt
was admitted that if we could get the
work adequately done, without placing
too many duties on clerks of courts, it
should be done, but in some places under
existing conditions that was not possible.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Supreme (ourt, £10,876:
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: Would the At-
torney General explain what had beecome
of the sherifft

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: An
acting sheriff was earrying out the duties
and in that way the amount of the
sherif’s salary was being saved. The
officer who was performing the functions
of sheriff was in the department.

Hon, J. Mitchell : Is it the under
secrefary ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, the
officer was in the central office.

Item, Official Receiver in Bankruptey,
8 months, £384: '

Mr, MALE: Why was the Official Re-
ceiver to draw only eight months’ salary?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
officer had in the previous year been paid
four months’ salary in advance when he
went away on leave.

Vote put and passed.

Education Department
Walker, Minister).

Vote—Education, £319,312:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, T. Walker): This department is
in no sense of the word a revenue depart-
ment,

Mr, O’Loghien: It is the reverse.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
As the hon. member interjects, it is the
very reverse. But T believe, notwithstand-
ing the money which is spent by the State
to support the edueational institutions,
the people of the State gladly agree to the
expenditure of that money. It follows
that in a State which is constantly in-
creasing in population, not only by nat-
ural inerement but also by additions from
the sister States of the Commonwealth,
attracted by our magnificent resources and
attracted from far over sea by the induce-
ment there is here for settlers, for those
who desire to start a new life, we must
of necessity by enlarging our sphere of
education be constantly inereasing the
eost, and the fizures I wish to draw the
Committee’s attention to clearly show the
extent of the increment within the year
that has passed. During the last finan-
cial year, 1912-13, there have been added
to our list of attendances at schools no

(Hon. T.
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less a number than 3,493, and we have had
an average attendance amongst them of
3,428. This speaks volumes, not only for
the inerement of scholars, but for the in-
crease of interest and the spirit that is
abroad among those embracing the edu-
cational conditions that the State affords.
We have increased the number of schools
practically at the rate of one a week, for
we built 50 new schools last year and all
those of necessity cost money, and we have
not only built new schools, but we have
added to our old sehools. e have in-
ereased the number of class-rooms and
attended to renovations of every descrip-
tion. We have now a total in this State
of no less than 566 schools, and last year
the increase in the attendance necessitated
appointing and employing 150 exira
teachers. 1 want to say here a word
about the teachers. I shall be told that
this State has not vet done everything
that should be done and might be done
for the teachers’ benefit,

Mr, 8, Stubbs: By whom?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
1 do not knew by whom, but [ hear it oe-
easionaltly. 1 am constantly told that we
do nof always do the correet thing to-
wards all our teachers, But I am satisfied
of this, and T say it with a feeling of
conscious pride, that the great bulk of
teachers, if not absolntely content with the
conditions provided since this Government
came into office, are at all events disposed
to do their utmost in their zeal for edu-
cation, and are grateful for such help as
the present Government have been able
to afford. Hon. members know that prior
to this Government taking office, £30 and
£00 for unclassified teachers was the
highest to which they could rise.

Mr. Lander: Sweating wages.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
As the hon, member truly remarks those
were sweating wages. Sinee the present
Government came into office—and it re-
presents part of the extravagance alluded
to hy our political opponents—the salary
of £30 was raised to £110 and that of £90
to £120, and now very few are gatting less
than £140 per annum. But it is not only
the increase in money; where it is neces-
sary we give them quarters in addition or



2696

we give them an allowance, so that there
is now some species of content; those
members of the public who have charge
of the rising generation and have to make
citizens of the future of our little ones
have a tolerable wage and they can live on
it, We increased the amount of money
to be spent on education of this character
by no less a sum than between £13,000
and £14,000. In 1912 we first put into
operation the increment to unelassified tea-
chers, and in 1913 we have put into opera-
tion the increments to those teachers who
are classified and are on different rungs
of the ladder of progress. I heard it said
only a week age where I was in a place
at which political confliets were raging
that the Government had really done no-
thing for the teachers and their better-
ment.

Mr. Lander:
a lie?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I have, therefore, prepared a statement
covering the years from 1908-9 up to the
present time, and T wish hon, members to
notice the increment year by year. I will
admit that before we eame into office there
was hound to be a inerement because in a
new country that is becoming settled new
schools must be erected and new teachers
appeinted. In 1908-9 the amount spent
for teachers’ salaries was £131,550; in
190910 the amount had increased to
£138,343, and in 1910-11 it was £146,315.
Now in 1911-12, the year in which this
Government took offiee, obhserve the
jump; it is enormons. The amount Tose
then to £165,071. TIn 1912-13 the jomp
continued to £194,600, and this year I
estimate there will be paid from the
Treasury for salaries alone a sum of
£220,840. That sum by no means repre-
sents all that the State is doing by way
of education. In addition to these sal-
aries there are always expenses of ad-
ministration, expenses that come through
the Works Department for the purchase
of =chool sites and in building schools of
all kinds, and all that additional burden
the State has to carry.

Did you tell them it was

Mr. Turvey: Even then they are not
properly paid.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is what we admit. What is the ob-
jeet and aim of our party? To as far as
possible lift all up to a level, not only of
existence, but of comfort and enjoyment.
The only thing I sometimes feel about it
is that the more we do and the
more we awaken the consciousness of
want in them, the more they want. It is
perhaps & proper thing; the desire for
betterment is a natoral impetns to the
improvement of mankind, and it is not ~
that T complain of, but it is disappoint-
ing when doing all we ean at the risk of
being criticised for extravagance and
waste to always hear the cry, “Not
enongh, do more.” T am pleased to think
that throughout the teaching staff of the
State there is very little of that manifest.
There is a spirit of grateful content that
1 am prond to mark, and it is what is to
he expected from the teachers—those
whose minds are trained, whose intellect
is developed, whose characters are broad-
ened, whose finer senses are cultivated,
and who, therefore, ean appreciate what
is being done, and who from their know-
ledge and experience of life understand
the efforts that must be made to advance
their lot at all. I look upen the staff of
teachers, the great army of people who
have charge of the youth of the State,
as I look upon the old missionaries, as
men who are willing to sacrifice some-
thing for the good of their fellows, men
and women who love their work, who take
intense pleasure in the acquirement of
knowledge and in the expansion of their
own minds, and ‘s still greater pleasure
in distilling that knowledge, whose sweets
they have sipped and whose benefits they
have enjoyed, to those about them. Those
people are to me the most elevating ele-
ment within a State. We may have the
glories of our armies, or the pride of pro-
fessional achievement, we may have the
attainments of arts and industries in
special grooves, but this body of workers
day in and day out for the purpose of
disseminating light throughont the whole
eommunity, knowledge that does not rest
in the mind of the child, but through its
tiny lips helps to brighten the home and
bring refinement and eomfort throughout
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the whole of the family—this army of
teachers represents to me a body, which,
were it not for conventional secularity,
1 should ecall sacred in its aims
and works. 1 recognise that they
are not sufficiently paid, but I want
them and the public to realise thal
they are better paid on the whole than
those in other paris of the Common-
wealth, that they are paid better at least
in the primary ranks than they are paid
in any other part of the world, and I
want them to forther realise that if they
are not paid al] that their merits, their
qualities, their self-denial and their la-
bour demand, they are paid all that can
be spared for edueational purposes from
the tofal revenue of the State.

Mr. S. Stubbs: No one will object
from this side of the House.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
1 feel confident of that, There is the glory
of education—that it levels all ranks.
I know no temple of democ¢racy more
effective, more complete, than our public
school. It 1s at the public school that the
sons and daughters of every section of
the community congregate.  There the
son of the wealthy and prond sits side by
side with the son of the toiler.

Mr, S. Stubbs: There are no proud
boys in this Stafe.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There cannot he pride of class or
caste whilst we have edueation.
Education annihilates it, but there are
those parenis and there are those
people still existing whe, if they conld,
would make an aristocracy for their
boys and send them to exelusive schools
and take them ont of the channels of
State edueation.  There are a few of
these people still surviving, but my point
is that by this method of eduecation and
by the comingling of the offspring of all
sections of society, the meeting and gath-
ering, learning the same lessons, sitiing
at the =ame fount of instruetion, by gath-
ering them in one body we have the very
first lesson in demoeracy. That is the
eood that edueation performs for the
commnnity, and if hon. iembers
will reflect for a moment it is that very
fact, the spread of edveation, the dis-
gsemination of knowledge, the distribution
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of the faets of science and noble teach-
ings and of every art throughout the
whole length and breadth of this Com-
monwealth, that has made this eountry
the foremost in demoeratic ideals. No
part of the world stands so high in re-
spect of intellectual and humanitarian
achievements as this Commonwealth of
ours, and it is due to the spread of educa-
tion. 'We have sought particularly in
our State to make our Eduecation Depart-
ment peculiarly democratic, insomuch as
one of the first efforts of the present Gov-
ernment on coming into office was to
direct the attention of the directing staff
to the need for the eo-ordination of every
seetion and every branch of education so
that there should not be, as it were, an
isolated sehool with particular specialities
in the way of education in that direclion,
and another school of a favoured kind
with  speecialities in another diree-
lion, but no matter what sehool one
entered, wherever one started his ednca-
tion, following the paths in that sehool
laid before him he should ultimately ar-
rive at the same goal. That is to say
from the simplest infant sehool in the
far backblocks to our eentral secondary
and technical schools in Perth, we are all
working together for the purpose of mak-
ing the educational system a living thing.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
uniformity ¢

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No. the opposite of uniformity. We
teach in our primary schools a enrrien-
lum which has been put into good service,
having taken away all the cumbersome
details of the old curvienlum, and more
particnlarly payine attention to the
natural talents and disposition of the
child, so that the child may develop its
individuality whilst acgniring knowledee.
The departrment is not only providing
that that shall be done, but that any child
when it reaches the sixth standard and
completes np to that stage of edueation
should have before it cerfain possibilities
fitting it for its conrse in after life.

Mr. S, Stubbs: Are you taking all the
eredit for that on your side?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
What this side is taking the credit for,

Are you aiming at
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and absolutely correctly, is for having
altered the currieculum so as to permit all
this, the credit for co-ordination and the
creldit for enabling a child having passed
the sixth standard lo choose the course it
i¢ fo take in life. The child has a course
of two years either in induostrial know-
ledge or in commercial knowledge or, in
the case of girls, in domestic knowledge,
and we take eredit for this, that we have
sought 1o adapt the instruetion to the
needs of the child, For instanee, in the
big cities we train the child in woodwork,
in metal work, and in handicraft gener-
ally, or we give it commercial studies
which inelude shorthand, <¢ommereial
history and geography, but at Narrogin,
for instance, we frain the child in me-
thods of working, such as how it should
construet a barn or dwelling or how gates
and fences shonld be properly erected.

Mr, Lander: You ought to do work on
the State farm at Narrogin.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
We are providing for that. Tt will be
started very shortly. In every part of
the State we try to fit the knowledge
to be tanght to the requiremenis of the
distriet, and to the work that has to

be done by the scholars at the
sehool 1o future. Moreover, we not
ouly have given them this additional
eourse at the schools, bui the eom-

pletion of {his course eniitles them to
a forther ecourse at the technical schools.
They can thus fit themselves at the pri-
mary schools to enter the technmical
schools and continue there for four years,
fitting them to take their places in al-
most any avoeation in life, ‘The depart-
ment is fulfilling the work dene in old
days by masters to apprentices, teaching
the children trades and to be useful not
only to themselves but to society gener-
ally. May I draw attention to the fact
that we have, since the present Govern-
ment came into oflice, completely re-or-
ganised the continuation classes. Now
when a child reaches the age of 13 or 14
years and is eompelled by the exigencies
of its parents’ career to leave school, we
provide him with eclasses at night where
he ean pursue his studies and prepare to
enter the fechnieal school. We co-ordin-
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ate and that is purely the work of the de-
partment since the present Government
came into office.

Mr. O°Loghlen The other side stopped
the inerements to the teachers.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
We have not only in view the benefits to
the seholars bnt those to the teachers.
We have recognised the importance or
their work and so have provided faeili-
ties for all the teachers taking a six
months’ course at the training college to
attend the lectures at the university.
We are endeavouring to cxtend the fa-
cilities to those teachers still further,
and are endeavouring to give a chance
to them to take their degrees in the uni-
versity. [ think these facts in themselves
tell enormously to the credit of the pre-
sent Government. I am not saying the
Glovernment bave done all this by their
own actual work, I am pleased to say
there is in the department what did not
always exist, a spirit of amity and respect
between the inspectorial staff and the
teachers. All barriers of pride and se-
paration have been taken down and now
there is not a teacher throughout the
whole of the service but, if he has a griev-
ance, has the means of making that griev-
ance known,

Mr. Turvey :
the curriculum.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
As the hon. member reminds me, they
are not only teachers but have a voice
in deciding what shall be taught and
how it shall be tanght. They have
their own organisation. I  believe
this very day the teachers were meet-
ing the Director of Edueation. lay-
ing before him their proposals sug-
gesting certain remedial acts in some
directions, and some modifications in
others, and the director of edueation and
other members of the inspectorial staff
come into contact with them, not in the
relationship almost of masters and bumble
servanls but rather as equals, recognising
that they are all engaged in the ome great
duty, the spread of knowledze and the
cultivation of character all through the
State, That is the work that is being

They belp now to frame
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done, and this is not all because on Satur-
day week I am going myself to meet these
teachers or their representatives, who wifl
lay matters they have to complain of and
matters upon which they have to advise
or make snggestions before me. That is
the genuine spirit. That is why I claim
our education system is superior to that
of any other part of the Commonwealth.
It is com amore, and a spirit of zeal
animates the hearts of the teachers, a zeal
which spreads itself like some happy
aroma and makes the scholars all feel
bound by invisible cords of love to their
teachers, That spirit is to me an admir-
able fact, and it is not only a genuine
spirit working through the teachers, bul
everyone now becomes conscious of the
value of edueation, Parents are erying out
now from all parts of the State for the
bringing nearer to them of edueational
facilities, The public at large are aware
of the blessings that come from education,
and it is a charge against me if I do not
at once eomply with the cry for a school
here or a school there, additions to this
place or that place, and from every part
of the State comes to me that same cry
“We want more facilities for edueation.”
Here in the metropolis there is not a
school which is not overcrowded, James-
street has the phenomenon of elasses heid
in the corridors and cloak rooms. [n
other parts of the city. the same fact ex-
ists. I have added class rooms at May-
lands and other places and no sooner
were these elassrooms completed than the
ery came “TWe have not enough, we must
have another,” or “We must have two
more.” It is not solely, however, in the
metropolis. but to go to Claremont, go tu
Cottesloe, and we find the same puzzie
meeting ns as to how we are going to keep
pace with the demand for edueational
facilities.  There 1s not a mail which
comes down to Perth but brings requesis
for schools, additions to schools, or fresh
teachers to be appointed. That shows
that education is right through the whole
community, everyone is afire with the zeal
and spirit of education. There is a whola-
some thirst for knowledge, a genuine
spirit of enquiry, a consciousness of the
power that is stirring the whale Stata
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T take it that the present Government
bave done something to fortify and cement
that spirit existing throughout the State.

Mr, 8, Stubbs: No one can deny that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I am surely entitled to make a speech and
to speak it from my heart.

Mr, 8. Stubbs: But not to take all the
credit.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. member surely does not be-
grudge any credit that may be reflecied
on us in that respeet. The hon, member
surely does not sneer if I speak facts con-
cerning what has been done in the eourse
of two years. I am only telling the his-
tory of two years events. I do not cave
who has the eredit. Am I not giving
credit to parents, eredit to the children,
credit to the inspectorial staff, and ecredit
to those who have organised this whole
body in accordanee with the aims of the
Government 1 represent9  Edueation
teaches us we should have no pride in
empty vanity. One thing education has
taught vs is that we are all brothers, and
humanity is the cementing force. One
ecannot elevate the lowliest child of the
community without improving to some
measure the whole community. It is in
the Dbelleyment of these little ones Lbhat
the whole community is purified and en-
nobled. In education is that foree whigh
takes hold of the little mind, and as it
were, puts the heart into a mould to
fashion it for future aims, In that way
do we build the body politie, and that
foree properly grown and matured in all
breasts and all minds, shall sweep before
it the remaining monuments of our vau-
ity in days gone by, the gaols, asylums,
instruments of torture, and all the ele-
ments of that civie government which de-
serves no other designation; all is swept
away beneath its beneflecent light. Edu-
cation, knowledge, and secience which we
teach in our schools, it is that which has
made the bosom of the ocean heave he-
neath floating cities; it is that knowledge
which has swept the forest and the sand
plains in to the invisible realms of the by-
gone, and has planted the homestead, tbe
township, and the harvest fields of aix
voung and growing State; it is knowlcie
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which has matured the wealth of the com-
munity and converted the one time fish-
ing village of Perth into a splendid city.
It is the power ecalled education that

teaches man to look for the best
in his fellow men, Ifis that thing
called education that teaches man

humility, and teaches him that he has
more to learn, and it teaches even
those pupils in the old schools how to
respret the work of others without a
sneer, and to admit the good that is be-
ing done, without reproach and seorn. T
have enlarged somewhat on the subject,
but it is not becaunse I wish this Govern-
ment or myseif in particular to take any
special praise. No; it is sufficient for me
to be one atom in this great force which
is elevating mankind ahove their super-
stitions, above their vulgar prejudices,
above their ignoble artifices, teaching them
to recognise the better part of human
nature in all their fellows. It is enough
for me for a little while, to be part of,
or to move within that wonderful and
mysterious agency that is transforming
the world into the enlightened paradise
of the tweuntieth century. The Govern-
ment want no praise, but we are obliged
to relate that we have done our duty. If,
being in that position, I have neglected
opportunities presented by a body of in-
spectors willing to advance the canse of
education, devoting their time zealously
to their work, allotting their tasks, one
taking charge of the continunation classes,
as Mr. Clubb has done, another in some
other features, eo-ordinating the work, T
should be deserving of reproach if I did
not as far as possible fall in with those
plans, and suggest plans of my own.
The teachers about me are a body of men
who are noted for their zeal in eduea-
tional matters. I have fraternised with
them and sought their adviee, and made
suggestions to them in cannection with
this great movement, th(_e: same elevation
of mankind which is part and parcel of
the great movement represented by these
Treasury benches, It is the uplifting of
the latent conscience of man, and the tak-
ing hold of childhood so that the brain
may expand and the bheart may swell in
a purer atmosphere. That movement, 1
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am proud to work for, but I am conscious
of the difficulties because we cannot do all
we would wish to do. ¥ know thal there
are requests for new schools and new
leachers, but the means al our disposal
will not allow us to do all that we would
desire, 1 know that the teachers would
not wish us to spend every increment that
the Treasury may be able fo collect
merely in advancing their selfish ends and
aims when we have districts not yet
reached, when we have townships not yet
seitled, when we have far off eountry folk
to whom eduneation has not yet been
granted, workers, pioneers of the eoun-
try, building up this great State of ours.
We have all this to do, and therefore we
must be conscious of our limitations. We
know our difficulties, but notwithstanding
all this I can conscientiously say without
any accusation of vanity, that during the
past two years wonderful progress has
been made in edueational matters in this
State. There has been a marvellous ad-
Justment between the directing staff and
the teaching staff, a marvellous co-ordina-
tion between all the different elements
and factors all leading up to the high
temple calted the university, waking it
possible for the lowliest in the land (o
reach, stage by stage, to that university
where one is erowned by the rich laurels
of knowledge. Let us go on in this
House day by day and year by year, and
I assert that it will not be long before all
those bitter prejudices that divide man-
kind heart from heart will be as dead as
the sirata of the earth,

[Afr, McDowall took the Chair.]

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex):
After all was sald and done any Minister
in charge of this great department eould
always in telling language, if not in elo-
quent langnage, such as the Attorney
General had used, describe the progress
of the good work and the benefits which
had been achieved by this branch of the
service and the officers connected with it.
It was quite ftrue that there was a cop-
tinual appeal for educaiional facilities.
The schools were all overcrowded and he
was glad that the Minister bad spoken
with all due humility, and bad said that
he was not anxious for self praise, but
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rather that he rendered it to all those who
had been interested in the conduet of
the department, it sheuld not be for-
gotten that in addition to the people, the
Parliament, the Minister, and the mem-
bers of the educational staff, that the ) re-
vious Administration in Western Aus-
tralia had also given their best aitention
to the education of the children. The
Minister for XEducation had told the
House that the means were not all that
conld be desired; ‘hat he was unable to
grant the demands to the fullest extent
townrds the establishment of sehools and
providing teachers. This, of course, had
always been the trouble with the Mini-
ster for Education’s predecessors when
attempting to meet requirements, more
especially in the agricultural areas. No
one could forget that some seven or eight
years prior to the great policy of land
seitlement there was not anything like
the demand we had at the present time
for educational faecilities, Notwithstand-
ing that we had of course the goldfields
rush, and during later years the children
had inereased in numbers he was thank-
ful to say in the goldfields ecentres, and
bad demanded from Parliament and the
Government, schools in which they could
receive ednecation, whieh would fit them
for their future lives and occunations.
A great demand for edueation had arisen
in recent years from the permanent popu-
lation, and that of course would mean
mueh for the State. Tt would mean ad-
vancement and wealth to the community
and the destinies this Parliament and
those who oceupied the Ministerial
benches presided over. But, whereas the
Mlinister for IEdueation bad taken some
portion of the credit and praice to his
Government, the Oprosition eonld claim,
at any rate, that in their day, and during
their time, equal demands were made and
met. The continuation schools, the eo-
ordination which the Viinister for Ednca-
tion had emphasised, the fittine of the
puril to pass through the technieal
schools and acnnire special knowledre
had existed in the time of the
previons Government. ard were es-
tablished in manv instances bv the Gov-
ernment with which e had heen con-

nected. The TUniversity itself, the Mini-
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ster for Lducation would admit, was
largely & creature of the creation
of the previous Government backed
up by the gentlemen who had
been then in Opyosition. Not one voice
had ever been raised against moderate
legitimale advancement in this depart-
ment: He did not wish to quibble and
take exception to lhe increased expendi-
ture, which, of course, was the outecome
of the large increase in our juvenile
rorulation, an increase for which, to
some extent at any rate, the policy of pre-
vieus administrations, more especially
within the last seven or eight years, had
been responsible, If these schools were
overcrowded to-day, if the demand for
more accommodation and more teachers
was ever on the increase, it was due to the
fact that it had been possible for people
io settle and prosper on the land. His
only concern was that the means which
the ™ inister had referred to as lacking
were likely to be still further lacking, That
was the reason why he was preaching
economy to his friend the Treasurer. That
was whv the Treasurer should take to
heart the advice so freely given him, but
which as a rule the Treasurer scorned.
The day would come when the Treasurer’s
extravagance and waste of public money
in other directicns would prevent this de-
partment from getling what it justly de-
manded. The Minister for Edueation
wonl?! have had no reason to be fearful of
a lack of funds for his grand aspirations
had the Treasurer not delved into rninous
State commercial nndertakings. The loss
last vear on the State steamers alone
would have provided all the funds which
the Minister for Education required to-
day for the extension of his school sys-
tem,

The CHAIRMAN: There was no oc-
casion to go into the question of State
steamers. The hon. member wonid be re-
quired to keen within the division.

Fon. FRANK WILSON: All he was
doing was to traverse the grounds fol-
lowed hy the Minister, who had eom-
rlaired of the lack of funds. He was
rainting out to the Treasurer where these
frrds could have been saved and how the
Treasurer’s extravagant mal-administra-



tion was really depriving ihis depari-
ment of the necessary means to earry out
the noble aspirations of the Minister for
Education. In referring casualiy to the
State steamers he was not going beyond
the provinee of a general discussion on
the Education Department, He could ex-
tend 1ihe hand of brotherhood to the
Minister for Education, Ile was glad
the Minister's control of this department
had at last broughi forcibly home to his
mind those lessons of humility whieh the
Minister professed to have learnt even
zl this late hour in life. Hon. members
were brothers in wishing to see all the
eduecational faecilities that the funds which
the Treasurer found so difficult to raise
coufd provide. No hon. member tock any
exeception to the teachers being properly
paid for the work which they earried ont.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You would not do
it,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member did not know what he was talk-
ing about. Hon. members hacd had the
cruelty to say that he (Hon, Frank
Wilson) had stopped the in¢rements to
the teachers, inferring that the teachers
were the only people whose increments
had been stopped in Lhat dark period of
the history of the State.

The Premier: Who brought it ahout?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member had bronght it about, and was
now Dbringing about a worse day of
reckoning than ever hefore experienced
in Western Australia. It would not be
a queslion only of stopping temporary
inerements to teachers, hut it would be
a question of a black Wednesday, with re-
trenchments and reduetion, if hon. mem-
‘bers remained much longer in office. The
late Administration had asked the teaeh-
ing staff to aceept the same conditions as
every other civil servant was under at
that time. The teachers had aeccepted
those conditions and ultimately they were
treated like all other eivil servants and
received their due increments. No one
could deny it, and if' the Premier went on
using I.0an funds for his departmental
expenditure, then even the Edueation De-
partment would suffer in common with
wother departments.
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Mr. Lewis: Stinking fish!

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It was not
easy to know what the hon. member
meanl with his ery of “stinking fish.” The
actions and the administration of the
Govermnent were stinking in the nostrils
of the people at the present time, if that
was what the hon, member referred to,
and they were likely (o go on getting
much worse as the years rolled hy. The
inerease in the expenditure was a natural
one, the number of schools having risen
from svme 400 Lwo or three vears ago, to
350. This was in accordanee with the
poliey established in Western Australia
for wany years past. During the time of
the tate Administration the schools had
inereased by more than double. It was
always a pleasure if Parlianment eould
baek up the efforts of any Government to
provide what was neeessary in the in-
ferests of the future generations. The ex-
penditure must increase, but there must
also be due cantion in ihe expenditure
even of this department,  The teachers
must be fairly treated and no favouritism
should Le shown to any one individnal
member of that great staff over another.
Whilst he commended the Minister for
his desire to give increases and for his
efforts to better the eonditions of those
who were employed in this great nnder-
taking, he eondemned the Minister's chief,
and the Minister himself inasmueh as he
did not appear to mete out uniform jus-
tice to all in this department. On the
Budget debate he {Hoo. Frank Wilson)
had had oecasion to refer to the retiring
allowance paid to My, Turvey, the mem-
ber for Swan.

The Premier: It is not on these Esti-
mates.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Prewier
wriggled at once. The Premier sneered
at all reference to a detail of that deserip-
tion. But there was a principle of justice
underlying the maiter, Tt had been
ventilated here on more than one ocea-
gion. The Minister for Education, with
his protestations of fair play, his desire
to do right hetween the officers in his
department, should immediately take
cognisance of it and see that it was reeti-
fied. Tast session tl~ Pvemier, in answer
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to a reference to this matter, had given
a reply which, to use a mild term, was in-
accurate. The Premier had then siated
that the allowance paid to the member
for Swan on retiring from the service to
become a member of Purliamenl was in
aceordance with a provision operaling in
the departwent. He (Hon. Frank Wilson)
had taken exception to the special con-
sideration shown to a member of the
Labour party who bad given up his billet
in the Edueation Department to stand
for Parliament and better his position,
Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): He was sacked for standing for
Parliament,
The Premier: Do rot (hrow stones
when you are living in a glass house,
Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Hon.
member was an expert at throwing bricks.
The hon, member had made wild state-
ments, wilfully inaceurate at times, in
respect to this matter, and had refrained
from doing what the member for Leonora
would term “the manly thing” and ae-
knowledging his crror and granting jus-
tice.  The hon. member had said this
retiring allowanee which was granted to
the member for Swan
The Premier: Did Parker dig that up
for you?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Was the
hon, member referring to Mr. Bernard
_ Parker?

The Premier: I did pot mention Mr.
Parker,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To whom
did the hon. member refer?

Mr. Lewis: The East Canning teacher.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The corres-
pondence of that gentleman was hefore
him.

Mr. Turvey: He interviewed you to-
night.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That gentle-
man had written to him on several occa-
sions. Why should he not? On the 21st
of November of last year the Premier
had said the retiring allowance was the
ordinary retiring allowance in accordance
with the provision operating in the
Education Department, He {Hon, Frank
‘Wilson) had therenpon declared that the
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explanation was not too elear and that
the established rule should hold good that
an officer of the department leaving his
position for the purpose of bettering him-
self was not entitled to a retiring allow-
ance. The Premier had insisted that the
allowance was an allowance acecumulated
during the period of his service. There
was not the slightest doubt about the
legality of the position. The hon. mem-
ber for Swan said he had applied for a
retiring allowance on severing his eon-
nection with the department; it was not
applied for after he had secured election

but while he was a teacher in the
department; he had not severed his
connection with the department of

his own free will. Then the member
for Perth had chipped in and stated that
no specially favourable terms had been
ieted ont to the member for Swanj;
several others who had left the depart-
ment for the purpose of bettering them-
selves had been granted retiring allow-
ances. He (the leader of the Opposi-
tion) bhad never been able to find out who
those individvals were. 7The matter had
cropped up when Mr. E. M. Dyer, a
teacher at Capel, applied to the depart-
ment for a retiring allowance. He was
not leaving the department of hiy own
free will but had been compelled to leave
because his evesight was failing, and he
could not continue to do his work satis-
factorily. That gentleman was refused
a retiring allowanee, and when he pointed
out that the member for Swan had re-
cerved a refiring allowance, and that
surely his elaim was equally as forcible
and just as that of the hon. memher—he
had also referred to the Premier’s utter-
ances in the House that all officers were
treated alike and that the retiring allow-
ance wag 1n accordance with the regula-
tions—he received this wonderful reply
from the Director of Education—

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 9th inst., and to inform
you that the Premier’s statement was
made in mistake. There is no regula-
tion authorising a retiving allowance of
this kind and the instance in question
was (reated as n special case in which
there were special cirenmstanges, Con-
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sequenily I am unable to arrange for

any such allowance as you request.
That letter said that the Frenuer’s state-
ment was a mistake, just what we had
told the Premier at the time, aud yet the
Premier would not acknowledge the error
and rectify it. There was alsy the case
of Mr. Parker, a gentleman whose letters
he had read to the House during the
general disecussion on the Budget, That
gentleman’s health was failing him and
he had to retire. It was not because the
department ordered him to retire but
beecause his medieal adviser strongly
urged him to get away from the teaching
occupation and go on the land. He had
1134 years continuous serviee since his
readmission to the department, or 1414
vears in all, whilst the member for Swan
had had 714 years’ service since his re-
admission, or 13 years in all; but the
member for Swan got a retiring allow-
ance whilst the other man, whe had to
o forth to earn his living on the land,
and to learn a fresh occupation, was re-
fused an allowance, notwithstanding that
he had a record of good serviece to the
State, and had been commended for the
work he had earried out., Where did the
justice come in? Was the Minister going
to see that that man, and others of whom
there were numbers in the service, re-
eeived the same justice at the hands of
the Government as the member for Swan
had reeeived? He was not making a per-
sonal attack on the member for Swan,

Mr, Turvey: Tt seems to be your night-
mare.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: It would
take something more than the hon. mem-
ber to give him nightmare, Tf the hon.
member was going to substantiate the
Premier’s statement as put forth in the
Director’s letter, he should either return
the retiriry allowance which had heen
granted to him by the Treasorer, not in
aceordance with the regulations, or else—
and he suggested this as a better alterna-
tive—the Premier shon'd see that he acted
jnstly by the other officers of the depart-
ment, and treated those other men who
had had to leave, not to =satisfy their
political ambition, but becanse their
health had broken down in the service of
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the departmenit, with that even-handed
Jjuslice which had been granted io a mem-
ber of the party to whieh the Government
belonged. This matler demanded atten-
tion and it did not matter to him a rap
how the Premier might squirm, snarl, and
fight. It did not matter to him how the
member for Swan, and other members on
the Government side might acense him of
persopal animosity, He bad no feeling
against them personally, but he bad a
lot of animosity against their methods of
administration and against the injustice
that had been perpetrated and had been
supported by the Premier and his col-
league who had carried his audience away
to-night by his eloquence in behalf of the
teaching slaff and the department over
which he had undoubtedly the honour, at
the present time, to temporarily preside.
He asked the Premier not to treat this
matter with his customary larrikinism
and levity.

Mr, E. B. Johnston rose to a point of
order.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The word
larrikinism is not a Parliamentary ex-
pression that can be allowed. The hon.
member must withdraw,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The word
would be withdrawn,

The Premier: T am not safisfled with
a withdrawal. He must apologise for
that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The expres-
sion bad been withdrawn.

The Premier: But I think it is abso-
Intely unfair.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The expres-
sion larrikinism had often been nsed
this Chamber. Tt meant a bovish disre-
gard of the responsibilities and eares of
office.

Mr. Underwood: On a peint of order!
Has the hon. member withdrawn the ex-
pression?

The CHATRMAN: Yes.

Mr. Underwood: Well, T take it he is
not allowed to continue talking about it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier need not be so thin-skinned. The
hon. member was fond of throwing bricks.
The exnression had been withdrawn be-
canse the Chairman had ruled it out of
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order, but it was to be hoped that the
Premier wonld not treat the maiter with
his usual levity.

The Premier: 1 will not take any no-
tice of you at all,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier was nob asked lo take notiee of him.

The Premier: T do not intend fo.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If the Pre-
mier was going to “cut” him henceforth
he did not know that he would lose any
rest over it. He was asking the Premier,
not to take notice of him, but to take
notice of those men who had heen hadlv
treated,

The Premier; I will do less than that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier was surely not going to vent his re-
sentment on those men.

Mr. Lewis: Why did vou nol practise
what you preach?

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Let the Gov-
ernment practice justice.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yon never knew how.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Only one
member can address the Chair at a time.

Mr, Underwood: You do not know the
meaning of the word.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Injustice
had been perpetrated. Either the mem-
ber for Swan had wrongly received the
retiring allowanee, or those men who had
claimed retiring allowances had been
wrongly refused.

Mr. Lewis: Why did you not practise
what you preach when you had the op-
portunity ?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Why did
not the hon. member support this plea
for justice in his own electorate—this
plea to protect men from an injustice
that was being perpetrated. He was ask-
ing for justice, for what the Premier had
said did exist, namely that all officers of
the department were treated alike. He
was asking that there should not be
special eases and special circumstanees,
as mentioned in the Director's letter, re-
ferring to a member of the Government
party, which convinced the Government
that he should have a retiring allowance
amd that there should be no special eir-
eumstances surrounding the retirement of
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other officers of the department, The
Premier might take this matter ill if he
tiked; he might take it indifferently; he
might decide to ignore these claims, as no
doubt lie would after his expressions this
evening, but he (Hon. Frank Wilson)
would not refrain from ventilating the
matter aud letting the public know that
apparently there was something which
made a law for one of the Government
supporters in this House, which was not
applicable to the other employees of the
department. That was the injustice
whick he asked should be rectified, and
whilst we were huilding up a big edifice
in Western Australia that was to mould
and form the character of future genera-
tions, and which, aceording to the Min-
ister for Rdueation was to make us all
brothers throughout the land, let us aveid,
if we possibly eonld, anvthing which
might have the appearance of faveourit-
ism; let us endeavour lo sink our own
hurt feelings and inquire impartially into
these claims, and do justice to those who
were even worse off, and perhaps owing
to their state of leaith, were more en.
titled to consideration than the case he
had referred to.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): Hon. mem-
bers on the Opposition henches had rea-
sonl to be proud of the magnificent effort
put forward by their leader on our edu-
cation system. He had taken up his
time in disenssing what to the people of
this State was one of the most important
divisions of the Estimates in order to tell
them two things, first, that the teachers
of Western Australia might look forward
to a Black Wednesday, presumably when
the leader of the Opposition again oeeu-
pied the Treasury benches, and secondly,
and the one to which he had devoted most
attention, the item of a retiring allowance
granted to him (Mr. Turvey} on his dis-
missal fram the Fdneation Department—
a matter of some £79. Since the leader
of the Opposition had taken such time to
show what an awful wasie of money this
was, he desired to show (hat it was a mere
bagatelle compared with some of the
seandalons waste permitted while the hon.
member was Premier. Would hon. mem-
bers compare that £79 with the sam of
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£17,000 which he gave to his intimate
pals in connection with our railway con-
struetion works? Compare it with the
£6,000 which the hon. member gave to
Vincent Brothers and with the sums he
gave to Mr. Teesdale Smith and others,
and then let him talk to the people about
a retiving allowanee that was granted to
a public servant who was incontinenily
kicked out by the present leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues.

The Premier: He would not care if he
gave £79.000 to his friends.

Mr. TURVEY; The Auditor General’s
report commented on the quantity of
whisky consumed at a funciion organised
by the hon. member, The value of the
whisky consumed al the expense of the
public. The cost of the funciion amoun-
ted to considerably more that the sum
paid le the prblic servant who was dis-
missed.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
funetion?

Mr. TURVEY: Let the hon. member
look at the Auditor General’s report,
where he commented on the fact that a
treat organised by the leader of the Op-
posilion, who was then Premier, a Par-
hamentary trip

Hon. Frank Wilson: For your benefit,
to Rotinest.

Mr. TURVEY: The function and the
whisky consumed eost £215 to this State,
and the Aunditor General commented on
the immense guantity consumed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Rottnest trip
for the then Opposition.

Mr. TURVEY : The hon. member onght
to refer to dignity and larrikinism. If he
wanted to sink to the same level as the
hon, member he could tell him some deeds
upon which the light of day dared not
be thrown.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hon, member
had accused him of deeds on which he
dared not throw the light of day. He
demanded that the hon. member should
fully explain those deeds or withdraw the
expression.

The CHAIRMAXN : Then he would ask
the hon. member to withdraw the expres-
gion,

‘What was the
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Hon, Frank Wilson: It would be pre-
ferable if the hon. member fully ex-
plained it.

The CHAIRMAN: Or to fully explain
the matter,

Mr. TURVEY: The hon. member had
referred to larrikinism in this Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Did the
hon. member intend to fully explain or
wilthdraw 2

Mr, TCRVEY : The leader of the Op-
position was a bigger larrikin than any
member of the House,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
must withdraw. The remark was applied
1o the leader of the Opposition and earlier:
hie had made the leader of the Opposition
withdraw the remark whick he applied
to the Premier. The hon. member for
Swan must withdraw.

Mr. TURVEY : Very well, he regretted
that Parliamentary procedure compelied
him to withdraw,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Would the hon.
member withdraw the other imputation?

AL, TURVEY: It had been withdrawn.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, the other im-
putation that he had done deeds upon
which the light of day dared not be
thrown, which was really an imputation of
dishonesty.

Mr. TURVEY: That had been with-
drawn. i

The CHATIRMAN: The hon. member
stated that he had withdrawa.

Mr. TURVEY: The hon. member had
stated that this was not a personal attack
apon him. The amount did not appear
on the Fsiimates but was being continu-
ally dragged up by the leader of the Op-
position,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do yoeu object lo
the other fellows getting the same treat-
ment?

Mr. TURVEY: No, he did not.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Then why not
help me to get it for them?

Mr. TURVEY: In his case he had ap-
plied for his retiring allowanee and had
received if. )

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then fight for
the others.
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The Premier: He was prepared to con-
tinue in the service, but you would not
permit him to do so.

Mr. TCRVEY: When the leader of
the Opposition found there was a teacher
standing for Parliamentary honours and
tiiree railway servants, and that the three
railway servants were backed up by a
strong union he adopted an entirely dif-
ferent attitude towards them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not.

Mr. TURVEY: The hon. member and
his Ministers at that time took an =n-
tirely different attitude towards the mem-
bers who were backed up by a strong
organisation from the attitude they
adopted towards him.

The Premier: He absolutely crawled
to them.

Mr. TURVEY: Those men were rein-
siated.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Becanse the Com-
missioner granted their long leave.

The Premier: Yon made the Commis-
sioner do so.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I did exactly what
1 would do to-day.

Mr. TURVEY : The leader of the Op-
position and his colleagnes had adopted
an entirely different attitude to those
members of the railway union from that
adopted towards him as a Government
servant in another department.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They did not.

Mr. TURVEY: Those gentleman were
reinstated. He had asked to be allowed
to continue in his position, but was told
that he eould not do so.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You were not on
leave.

Mr. TCRVEY: It was like pouring
water on a duck’s back to diseuss the mat-
ter with the leader of the Opposition.

The Premier: He instructed the Com-
missioner to reinstate them.

Mr. TURVEY: What had the leader
of the Opposition to say in regard to the
telegrams sent from the Great Southern
district on the eve of the election?

Hon. Frank Wilson interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Would the leader
of the Opposition allow the hon. member
to continue withont interruption?
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Hon. Frank Wilson: Then he apolo-
vised and would leave the Chamber.

The Premier: Crawling out,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Very well, Le
would remain,

Mr, TCRVEY; Telegrams were tlashed
from the Great Southern distriet to have
those men reinstated immediately.

Mr. Wisdom: What has that to do with
it?

Mr, TCRVEY: Those men were rein-
stated, and he was refused reinstatement
tn his department. It had a lot to do
with the matter.

Mr. Wisdom: You have not justified
it vet,

The Premier; That is even-handed jus-
lice,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
for Swan was addressing the Chair, In-
terjections were coming from all sides.
One hon. member had interjected that the
member for Swan had not justified his
remark, and it would be interesting to
know how he could do so when so many
were talking at one and the same time.

Mr. Wisdom: It was his impression that
the Premier was speaking at the time.

Mr. TURVEY: Hon. members ought
to refrain from interjecting and ought io
take their gruel quietly. He did not in-
terject when the leader of the Opposition
was making charges wholesale against
him.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Plenty on your
side did. Are yov going to give these
men justice.

Mr. TURVEY: It was his intention
to tell the hon. member some truths which
he would not like made public,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have made
that threat before.

Mr. TURVEY: The hon. member would
be told another

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hon. member
had said he was going to say something
that he did not want made public. that
was discreditable. It was an insinnation
that he had done something wrong, and
that he was coneccaling something. Tt was
an offensive remark and he asked that it
he withdrawn.

The CHATIRMAN: TWould the hon.
member wilhdraw the remark$
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Mr. TURVEY: Then he would with-
draw the remark, and make the statement
after he had withdrawn. He referred to
the Auditor General’s comments on the
whisky that was consumed. He believed
some 63 botiles were consnmed by the
hon. member and his friends on that oe-
casion,

Houn. Frank Wilson: By your friends.

Mr. TURVEY: On that occasion——

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1t was his desive
tu protest against the remark and lo deny
that be had ever consumed 63 bhottles of
whisky. The hon. member referred to a
visit to Rottnest which he (Mr. Wilson)
had organised, and at which he said a
great number of bottles of whisky

Mr. TURVEY : Was the hon. mem-
ber in order in making a speech at this
joneture ?

Hon. Frank Wilson: This imnjured our
reputations and he wanted to make a
denial,

Mr. TURVEY : Tt was his intention
to refuse to withdraw the expression be-
canse he had a staiement here from the
Auditor General and would read it to
the leader of the Opposition. The Andi-
tor (ieneral, eommenting on an item of
£215 2s. 7d., expenditure which was in-
eurred in February, 1911, while the hon.
member was Premier, referred to the
faet that included in the amount was an
item fTor G bottles of whisky. He {Mr,
Turver) asked the hon. member whom
that whisky was eonsumed by, and if it
was not consumed by the hon. member
and his friends?

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hon, member
accused him of consuming it. That
was what he asked him to withdraw,
He never consumed 68 bottles of whisky,
nor did so with the assistance of his
friends on these benches.

The CHAIRMAN :
should be withdrawn.

Mr TURVEY : Was he o say tae
Auditor General was wrong in what he
said ¢

The CHATRAAN : The hon. member
had read what the Anditor General had
faid, but there was certain parliament-
ary procedure which must be ohserved.
The hon. member must sprak in some-

The statement
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thing like reasonable illustvations, and
could not go all over the world; there
should be some consideration in this re-
spect. While he (the Chairman) gave
the ntmosi possible latitnde, he wanted
the illustrations to have something to do
with the Estimates under discussion.

Mr. TURVEY : The statement that
the hon. geutleman consumed 68 bottles
of whisky himself would be withdrawn.

Hon., Frank Wilson : Or his friends.

Mr. TURVEY : What le read here
was what was included in the Aunditor
General’s report, that in 1his item of
£215 25, 7. were no fewer than 68 hol-
tles of whisky, which were consumed on
that irip which was inangurated by the
hon. gentleman and his friends.

Hon, TFFrank Wilson : And the then
leader of the Opposition, the Premier.

My, TURVEY : If one needed to say
that the hon. gentleman was responsible
time after time for lavish waste of
public funds on himself and those con-
nected with him, one could go on and on.
One could refer, for instance, to the num-
ber of times State motor ears were used
for the hon. gentleman’s wife and daugh-
ter to do shopping around the eity,

Hon. Frank Wilson : His wife and
danghter mnever went shopping in the
State motor cars. He asked the hon.
member to withdraw that also.

Mr. TURVEY : Very well, he would
withdraw the stafement and say the lion.
gentleman’s daughter used a ear, and
it was ehargzed up to the State, in order
to take the hon. gentleman’s daughter
around Claremont. He (Mr. Turvey)
did not wish to proceed, but he eounld re-
fer to other items of motor coats and
other things which were charged up to
the peaple of this State.

Hon, Frank Wilson : What about the
motor cars that you are now all using.

Mr. TURVEY : What he had en-
deavoured to show was that thousands
and thousands of pounds had been spent
by the hon. gentleman and to-night he
was quibbling over an item of some £70
uodd that was given to a publie servant
on his retirement.

Tion. Frank Wilson : Wrongly given.
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Mr. TURVEY : Simply and solely be-
cause he happened to be & member of the
Lalour party.

Bon. ['rank Wilson :
given,

It was wrongly

| Mr. Holman reswmerd the Chair.]

Mr. TURVEY : 1t was a pity indeed
that such a matler as this liad had to be
discussed and had, so far as the leader
of the Opposilion was concerned, been
made one of paramount importance in
diseussing the Edueation Estimates of
the Stafe. One would have thought that
the leader of the Opposition would have
risen above a paltry maiier like this in
discussing gueir an important thing as
the education of the children of Western
Australia, He (Mr. Turvey) desired to
refer to a few maifers in regard to the
Fdueation Department. The Minister
had pointed to the faet that the compul-
sory officers in this State were having
less work to do year after year. He
{Mr. Turvey) also noted that with pride,
hut ke had also noticed another import-
ant matter in connection with the work
of the eompulsory offieers, and that was
that notwithstanding the faet that less
work was thrown upon the compulsory
officers the percentage of attendance to
enrolment was the highest last year that
had ever been recorded in the history of
the Stute. To anvone who gave atfen-
tion to educational matters at all this
indeed must be one matter that was very

pleasing. It showed that our teachers
were advuneing wilh Lhe times; it showed
that our education system was im-
proving, and that to-day the echil-
dren  looked wupon school a3 some-
thing of an atlraction to them.

different indeed from the days of years
mone by when children, having a mortal
dread of attending scheol, look every op-
portunity to absent themselves. To-day,
however, we found our children discon-
tented if they had to remain away from
gchool, and the faect which he had men-
tioned that the percentage of attendances
for last year was the highest recorded in
the history of the State, spoke volumes
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no! only for the work of our Director
of Edueation, but for his staff of inspee-
tors and also for the teachers throughout
the State. The Minisier referred to the
inereasing demands for accommodation in
our schools, and also the inereased nutnber
of schools which were being opened. In
the last veport, it mighi be poinied out,
ont of 53 schools that were opened, 48
of them were country schools. This
showed the increased cost ihat was being
entailed in  advancing the educational
system. These eountry schools required
just as much as the city sehools in the
way of competent teachers and they had
to be paid, The Minister for Edueation
had pointed with pride to the fact that
since the advent of the present Govern-
ment the salaries of teachers had been
considerably inereased. He (Mr. Turvey)
desired to express his hearty appreciation
of what had been done by the present
Government for the teachers of this State.
He desired to emphasise what he had re-
ferred to by way of interjeection when
the Minister was speaking, that mneh had
yet to be done, but he did so without in
any way disparaging the good work that
had alrcady been done by the present
Minister. His gond work had been recog-
nised hy the teachers throughout the
State, and in the last issue of the Teackers’
Journal complimentary references were
made to the Minister for what he had
done, and that journal wenf on to say-—

Mr. Walker has shown whole-hearted
and practical sympathy for the teach-
ers in their work, He has substantially
improved the remuneration of nearly
all the grades of teachers and he has
placed the inspectorial salaries on a
more commonsense basis, and he has
made a name for himself generally as
Minister for Edueation.

Then it went further on {n sav that Mr.
Walker had removed manv glaring
anomalies which had existed in the de-
partment for years. Reference might be
made to some of those anomalies. When
the Minister was speaking the member
for Wagin (Mr, 5. Stubbs) interjected
that no one would ohject to the increases,
and that no one would object to the re-
moval of those anomalies, but what should
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be pointed out was that uot only had in-
creases been given to teachers, but
greater benefits were "being derived by
our country school children. We had
been told from time to time that the child
of the poor man in Western Australia
had equal opportunities with the ¢hild of
the rich man, and that the ¢ountry school
child had equnal opportunities of obtain-
ing scholarships with the ¢hild of the eity
schools, That position might he analysed
for a moment so far as the past was
eoncerned.  Looking at the last report

which was available, it was notieed that .

52 secondary scholarships had been
granted, and of those only seven went to
what might be termed country schools,
or only ahout 13 per cent., while 87 per
eent. went o the ¢ity or the large eentral
schools. Several of the seecondary seholar-
ships were for entrance to the Modern
School, There were 463 entries repre-
senting 170 schools, and 61 of these en-
tries were from country schools. At the
Modern School the vaceancies to be filled
numbered 100, and it was found that
after the vacancies had been allotted to
the winners of the secondary scholar-
ships, there were still 66 remaining and
of these only six were filled by children
from country schools. TWhat he was en-
deavouring to show the House was that
the child in the eountry had not anything
like the opportunity of gaining scholar-
ships that the child in the ecity had.
Therefore there would always be the
tendeney on the part of those who desired
their children to receive this higher educa-
tional faecilities to remain or keep about
the hig centres of population. Tt was
satisfaetory to note that alterations in
this rezard had been made by the present
Minister for Tdueation. With rezard to
the Government exhbitions, some 20 were
granted, ‘There were 125 eandidates who
presented themselves and of thar numbher
not a single exhibition was gained by a
¢hild from the eountry schools. Wilh re-
gard to bursaries. 174 eandidates pre-
sented themselves for examination ang
not a single one from a eountry school
succeeded. With rerard to the senior and
Junior exhibitions it was found that these
were nearly all won by children from the
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private secondary schools. Oue had only
to glanee at the last report of the Eduea-
tion Department to find there that nearly
all these scholarships, bursaries, and ex-
hibitions that were granted, which were
supposed Lo be open equally to the coun-
try schools, as well as 1o the eity schools
were won by scholars attending the eity
or the large central schools, The member
for Wagin (Mr. 8. Stubbs) and olhers
on the Opposition benches, interjected
that (he Minister was ineclined to take a
little praise to himself and lis Govern-
ment for reforms in that direetion, but
the House would be interested to know
that in Febrnary of this year new regu-
lations were issued at the direction of the
Minister governing primary and second-
ary schools scholarships. Primary sehool
scholarships were granted wherever a
partienlarty bright child was to be found
in a country school and some twelve were
allotted each year of the value of about
£25 each, and they were tenable to such
time as the holder of that seholarship eom-
pleted the primary school edueation, or
won some secondary school scholarship,
provided the reports showed good pro-
aress and conduct on the part of the child,
Under the direction of the present Min-
ister a certain proportion of the second-
ary school scholarships were now reserved
for children attending country schools.
The Minister should go still further with
his reform in this direction and make
a greater number of these scholarships
available to the children attending counn-
try schools. Our settlers went out and
blazed the track, taking with them their
wives and families, and unless this special
reserve of scholarships were there for the
children they would have little or no
opportunity of competing with any de-
eree of success against the children at-
tending the larger schools. The Minister
had stated that there was a spirit of
grateful eontent {hroughout the stafl of
teachers to-day. That was searcely cor-
rect; but there was a far greater content
existing amongst the teachers to-day than
had existed in the past. Until the teacher
was paid a salary somewhat commensu-
rate with the importance of the work he .
was enlled upen to perform we eould .not |
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expect that spirit of grateful content-
ment,

Mr. 8. Stubbs :
about?

Mr. TCRVEY : It would eome about in
due course if the Labour Government were
left in power. The Minister had already
given an indication of a desire to see teach-
ers properly remunerated. A comparison
of the salaries paid to-day with those paid
by the late Government revealed a big
increase, although far from what it should
be when (he important work of the tea-
chers was taken into consideration. With-
out wishing to detract from the magnifi-
cent manuer in which the present Govern-
ment had assisted the teachers, it was to
be confessed that there were many anoma-
lies existing in the department. TDoubt-
less these would be rectified through the
teachers’ union if they presented their
case properly to the Director and through
the Director to the Minister, The Min-
ister, if he found that a teacher was not
getting a fair deal, would ai once deal
fairly by that teacher. The Minister had
also stated that the teachers had the mak-
ing of the future destiny of the State in
their hands, that they were asked to mould
the body politic as it were that would
sweep away the barbaric monuments of
the past. Such a statement was sufficient
to show that the Minister realised the im-
portance of the work of teaching. Yet,
notwithstanding the immense increases
which had been granted by the present
Government, the teachers who were asked
to mould the minds of future citizens were
paid less than those who were asked to
mould a bloek of jarrah or of stone. Tt
would be far better to stop our public
works poliey than to interfere with the
progress of our educational system. Tt
was to be remembered that the ehildven of
to-day were the citizens of the future. and
after all, the importance of the State
would depend entirelv upon the manner
in which those future ecitizens were
moulded. National prosperity did not
depend alone upon a progressive works
poliey, neither did it depend upon our
defence policy; but it depended also upon
having well trained, well equipped citi-
rens. By ‘“‘well trained’’ he meant not

When will that come
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-anly mental training but that they should

be trained physically and have well de-
veloped bodies. He was pleased to know
that the teachers in Western Awustralia
were devoting considerable attention to
the building up of the child physically as
well as mentally. Too much importance
eonld not he attached to the physieal wel-
fare of our children. When he advocated
an inereased expenditure on medical in-
spection in our schools he knew that the
Treasurer wounld at once say that the
money was not there. It had been amus-
ing to hear the member for Wagin (Mr.
8. Siubbs} say that no one on the Opposi-
tion side would object to expenditure on
this depariment, when it was known that
members of the Opposition took every op-
portunity of going through the eountry
deerying the fact that there was a defieit,
that the country was going to the dogs.
Then when we asked for increased ex-
penditure in this department we were told
that no one would object. Hon, members
must remember that the edueational sys-
tem was not a revenue producing con-
cern, but represented a continual paying
out. He was prepared to advocate that
a system of medical inspection should be
instituted in our schools. Unfortunately
Western Australia was behind the other
States in this respeet. A medieal inspec-
tion had takeu place in Western Aus-
tralia but was not followed up. The aet-
ing medical officer for schools had fur-
nished a report of an inspection of the
sghools, in which it was shown beyond
doubt that there was absolute necessity
for immedizte attention being given to
the physieal welfare of our school chil-
dren.

Hon, W. C. Avngwin (Henorary Min-
ister}: The inspection is still going on.

Mr. TURVEY: The inspection might
be still going on in some of the City
gehools,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): TIn the country schools as well.

Mr. TURVEY: T was gratifving to
hear that this inspection was golng on in
the country schools, and he hoped that it
would be increased. Tf any hon, member
would go into any school and pat the
question to the teacher he would be told
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that there were certain dullards in the
school. Possibly whilst a teacher he (Mr.
Turvey), in commeon with others, might
have lost patience at times with a dull
child and been too ready to blame the
child: but in most of those eases it counld
be proved by wmwedieal inspection that it
was the fanit of some physieal deformity
in the ehild. Reports from the other
States where these medical inspections
were regularly made had shown that in
nearly every case of a supposed dullard
it was due to some physical defeet in the
child. If we were to have a well developed
hody of citizens in the future it was es-
sential that the department should turn
its atteution to this. Of course it meant
increased expenditure. In Victoria three
medical inspeetors had been appointed by
the FKdueation Department, and also a
stalf of nurses. In Queensland a scheme
of instruetion had heen entered upon.
There was a medical branch of the De-
partment of Public Instruction, consist-
ing of a medical inspector of schools,
school nurses, and a denfal inspector.

Hon. W. (. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : We started hefore they did in
Queensland. )

Mr. TURVEY: The Minister was
hardly night in saying that Western Auns-
tralia started before Queensland. But
the point was that the start should be fol-
lowed up and remedial measures insti-
toted. So far as the other States were
eoncerned, he believed that with one ex-
ception inecreased attention was being
given to this matter.

The Premier: FEvery other Staie is
more developed than ours.

Mr. TURVEY: That was admitted.
Attention might also be given to the type
of desk that was in use.

Mr. Allen: Tripe!

My, TCRVEY: One was gratefu! fo
the hon. member for his interjection. This
snbject was tripe to some members who
oceapied the Opposition benches.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Nobody said such a
thing, I rise to a point of order. The
member for Swan said that an interjection
“Tripe™ came from this side of the Hounse.
Such a remark never came from this side,

[ASSEMBLY.]

and I ask the hon. member to withdraw.
It is not fair.

The CHAIRMAN .
of order?

Mr, 8. Stubbs: That the member for
Swan made a statement which is inac-
curate.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. mem-
her for Wagin takes exception to a state-
ment made it must be witbdrawn.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Well, T take exception
io the statement.

The CHATRMAN: What is the state-
ment?

Mr. S. Stubbs: The member for Swan
said that hon. members on this side inter-
jected “tripe.”” I say they did not.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
did not make the statement he need not
take any notice of it.

Mr. T'RVEY: The Minister was to
be congratulaled on his efforts to deal
with the question of an improved desk in
the schools. He hoped the Minister would
assist in every way possible to put into
the schools, particularly the new schools
that were heing built, desks that had
some form of back to them. He wished
to draw attention to a new type of desk
which was on the market, called the Arm-
strong desk, which had received the high-
est commendation from the edueation
authorities in all parts of Australia, and
which was the invention of Mr. Arm-
strong of Sawyers’ Valley sehool, a re-
mote country school in this State. That
desk had already been adopted, he under-
stood, in one or two schools of the State,
and when one read the Press optnions on
the desk, one counld not help expressing
the hope that it would ere long be found
in most country schools. If the desk was
as pood as the Press notices would lead
one 1o believe, he hoped it would be ad-
opted in the new schools that were being
erected. This desipn of desk gave the
child plenty of freedom and support, and
the right sitting position as well. If
han, members were asked to sit for five
or six hours at a time with ne support
for their backs thev wonld find them-
selves with eurvature of the spine or some
snch deformity. He knew the Minister
had given some attention to this matter,

What is the point
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and if the desk had met with the ap-
proval of the Minister and his officers he
trusted that the desk would be introdunced
as far as possible in all new schools.
Before concluding he desired to refer to
the work of the teachers. He regretted
fo say that there were many people in
Western Australia who had the idea that
teachers were people who went to work
aboul nine o'clock in the morning and
finished about 3.30 or 3.45 in the after-
naan, but an examination of the cnrrien-
lum and the regulations would prove to
any lon, member that if a teacher carried
oul the duties devolving upon him nnder
the curricnlum and the regulations, the
amount of clerical work he was asked to
perform eould not bhe done in less than
twelve hours per day. He was referring
of course 1o one-man schools in the
eouniry,

Mr. Lander: Some of that work should
he knocked ond,

Mr. TOURVEY : If any feacher lonestly
and conseientiously carried out the duties
expecied of him under the vegulations.
and in eonformity with the currienlum,
he could not do his work under twelve
honrs per day. He mentioned this faet
to remove the misapprehension that tea-
chers had a fairly good time, that they
only went to work at pine o'clock and
finished before four o’clock. Tn regard
to the supply of books for sehool pur.
poses. he was pleased that sinee the ad-
vent of the present Government some re-
form had been made in that direetion,
and he would ask the Minister to endea-
vonr to ntilise the services of a few of
his eapable inspectors. The Minister had
in the department officers who were cap-
able of compiling good school books for
use in the department, capable of turn-
ing on¢ works which would eompare more
than favourably with works that were
prepared by the officers in the edueation
depariments of the Bastern States and
were looked npon as standard works. Tf
this were done, probably the Government
printing office conld be utilised. and if
the books were supplied to the children
at actual cost price to the Government.
it wonld mean a big veduction in the price
of hnoks and a hig saving to the children
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of poor parents. Another reform to
which reference might b€ made was the
abolition of the insanitarvy system of
slates. He did not say that the present
Government had instituted it, but it was
a very desirable reform and one which
had tended to the betterment of the health
of the ¢hildren. The Minister should con-
sider the matter of loeal school commit-
lees. He did not refer to so-called school
boards, but to local committees in each
litile fown wlherever o school was estab-
lished, ,These committees eould assist the
feacher to a verv great extent, Good
work had heen dene (hrough the mediom
of a few citizens in little communities
assisting the teacher by cstablishing a
school fund for beautifying the school
and purchasing necessary aids to teach-
ing.  The Minister might introduee a
sysliem of snbsidising such sehool funds
and thereby encourage the people in each
lown to assist the teacher and the child-
ren and to assist edueation generally by
eiving donations towawds the fund.

The Premier: Provide each ehild with
a decent education first.

Mr. TURVEY: These matters were
veally a cost npon the Government. Tf
local eommittees were encouraged the
people would gladly avail themselves of
the opportunity to provide improved aids
to teaching, A slight subsidy from the
Government would amount to less than,
the Government were paying at the pre-
sent time.

The Premier: Suppesing the people in
any one centre refused to do that, would
you refuse to supply them with free
inaterial

Mr. TORVEY: The policy should be
to help those who were ready to help
themselves.

The Premier: And refuse to help the
others?

Mr. TURVEY: No.

The Premier: The hospitals whiech help
themselves get more than the others.

Mr. TURVEY: Where the people did
not help themselves he would not advo-
cate the abolition of free stoek, hut where
the people took an interest in their school
the Government shonld he ready to help
them a little more than where parents
took no interest in it The question
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should receive the earnest consideration
of the Minister! Among other reforms
granted hy the present Minister was one
whicli had been asked for for many years,
and that was an increase of salary to
sewing mistresses throughout the State.
At last under the present Government a
slight mmerease had been granted.

Hon. J. AMitehell: Their virtues seem
to be very slight indeed always.

Mr. TURVEY: The increases might
be slight, but they were infinitely more
than were granted by the hon. member
and his colleagues.

The Premier: You would require a
microscope to see them.

Mr, Folex: And the parents had to
pay a shilling a week for their children,
too.

Mr. TURVEY: TIn conclusion one
could not fail to express the highest ap-
preciation at the splendid manner in
which the present Government had as-
sisted the education system. Not only
had they assisted so far as the provision
of schools and consideration for the wel-
fare of the children were concerned, but
they had also assisted the teachers. He
did not wish to disparage the work of
previolts (fovernments in this respect, but
teachers were kept on a salarv of £70 or
£30 until the advent of the present Gov-
ernment. Now. however. no teacher was
in receipt of a salarv of less than £110.
That was very little indeed——

The Minister for Edueation: That is
chiefly paid to the voung girls starting in
the serviece. You do not want to make the
beginning too high, but you want to in-
spire them to rise up.

Mr. TURVEY: Tt was something for
which the teachers had asked for wmany
vears and it hiad been left to a Labour
Government to grant it. He thonght the
teachers of Western Awstralia wonld be
indeed glad to know that the Labeur
Government would continne for many
vears and so wounld prevent the arrival
of that Black Wednesday to which the
leader of the Opposition had referred.

My, E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin): Much might be said in ap-
preciation of the work of the Edueation
Department under the present Minister.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. Mitchell: There is plenty of
time; you have all night.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX: It weas his
intention to oecupy as much time as he
desired, but as it was rather late he would
not eulogise the Minister's work so much
as it deserved,

Hon. J. Mitehell: We will take up the
rest of the night so you might as well
tell us,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Eloquent as
the Minister’s speech was, the tact that
this small population of 318,000 pevple
were now spending £319,000 a vear on
edueation, altogether apart from what
was spent on building new scheols and
that this year the increase in salaries to
teachers and the provision of salartes for
new teachers amounted to no less than
£42.757, these facts were as eloquemt as
the speech of the Minister, and showed
that the Labour Government were doing
nohle work in bringing free education {o
onr children,

Hon, J. Mitchell ; That £42,000 does not
represent salaries.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: A part of 1t
represented increases,.and a part of it
was provision for teachers in the new
schools which were required all over lhe
agricultural districts under the poliey of
the present Government. The Premuer,
in the course of his remarks on the Bud-
get, informed hon. members that it was
the intention of the Government to abolish
all the fees at the secondary schools and
at the technical schools, and he was sorry
that the Minister had not enlightened
members as to the date when the abelition
would take place. That was a point on
which he desired informalion, but he con-
cluded that from the 1st Janunary next our
secondary schools would be free. He
would like to compare the fact that the
presenl Government had abolished fees
in secondary schools and in the Modern
sehvol us from ihe 1st January next with
the potiey of the Liberal Government a
few years ago when they actually imposed
a fee of a shilling a week for children
over Ithe age of 14 vears aftendinyg onr
State schools.

Ton. J. Mitehell: Nid we charee the
fee?
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : The hon. mem-
bers’s Government passed a regulation to
impose the fee and when a how! of indig-
naiion went up throughout the country
against that aetion it was decided not to
enforce it. The Liberal policy at that
time, however, was to charge poor parents
a shilting a week if their children con-
tinued at school after attaining the age
of 14 years,

Hon. J. Mitchell: We did not charge
a shilling a week.

The Premier: In secondary schools you
charged fees.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: In the Mod-
ern school and in the technical schools
fees were charged by the previous Gov-
ernment and he congratulated the present
Minister on having abolished those fees.

Hon. J. Mitehell : Plenty of money; the
Government can afford to abolish them.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: More impor-
tant even than that was the question of
building new schools as they were required
and he nrged the Minister to do something
at once to provide schools where there
were fewer than ten children of school
going age. The regulations at present
pernitted of a school being established
only where there would be an average at-
tendance of ten children; the Governmeant
should reduce that average attendance to
at most six straight away.

The Premier: We have no intention of
doing it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It ought to
be done.

The Premier: I think it ought to be
done, but there is a stage when we can
go so far and no farther. There is no
country in the world which provides the
same amount of education per bead of
the population as Western Australia.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It was inad-
visable to have children grow up in this
country withent opportunities of learning
to read and write, and he urged the Pre-
mier and Minister for Education to see
whether some scheme c¢ould not be devised
to eive educational facilities to small
bodies of children wherever they existed.
There were bodies of seven, eight and
nine children in some eentres who io-day
were not receiving any education at all
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from the State, and it would be well for
the Minister for Education to devise some
means of carrying free edneation to every
one of these children, or means of bring-
ing the children to free education s¢ that
they could learn to read and write. That
was in his opinion the most important
thing before the Education Department
to-day, to see that not any of these chil-
dren out back were brought up in ignaor-
anee. After that had beeu achieved he
hoped the Government would try to give
free books and material to the children in
the sehools. He noticed that the Govern-
ment were erecting a secondary school
on the Golden Mile of Kalgoorlie, He
congratulated them very heartily upon the
step. One knew the trouble the Premier
had in finding money from current re-
venue for educational purposes, particu-
larly as the Upper House had rejected
all our proposals to raise further revenue
from the wealthy, but in spite of this faet,
he hoped it would not deter the Govern-
ment from extending faeilities both in
regard to free primary and free second-
ary edueation.

The Premier: Not in the slightest.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The good ex-
ample set in starting a secondary school
at Kalgoorlie should be followed in other
centres of the State. In the Great South-
ern district Narrogin, and not Narrpgin
alone, bnt also Wagin, Katanning, and
Albany should have free secondary
schools. He urged the Government to do
this work as well as to find money where
there were only six or seven children to
attend, even it it meant increasing the
present deficit to a moch greater extent.

The Premier: Where are you going to
get money to make the defieit?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: As Treasurer
of the State, that was the Premier’s bus-
iness. He (Mr. Johnston) was not per-
mitted to enlighten him as to where that
money was to come from when discussing
the Education Department, but he did
sav the Government would have to fight
the Upper House and see that just meas-
urgs were put through, the rejection of
which togeiher with bad seasons were
responsible for the present deficit.
We would have to fight another
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place and carry ihese just measnres. In
.the meanwhile, he lioped the Minister
would continue his education poliey and
extend it in the two directions indieatesl.

Mr. 85, STUBBS (Wagin) : Would the
Premier or the Minister for KEdueation
agree to the adjournment of this diseus-
sion as most of the counlry members hadl
travelled the whole of Monday night in
order to he present in Parliament? [t
was now nearly midoight and it was
hardly fair thal those who desired to
speak should be called upon to do so at
sueh o late howr,

The Minister, for Edueation: It was not
possible for him to consent at this stage
to the houn. member’s request. A lot of
time had been taken up and surely there
was nol much more to he said. We ought
to go on and finish this division of the
Eslimates,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: As the Minister for
Education desired to finish the discussion
at this sitting he wounld say just a few
words in connection with the expenditur:
proposed to be incwrred during the finan-
cial year. .\l all evenis where reasonable
information was forthcoming, he (Mr.
Stubbs) did not think any hon. member
or any person outside could charge the
Minister with having refused to comply
with a request for Lhe ereelion of a sehool
building in order that the childven in the
outhack parts should veceive a ftair edn-
eation. He (Mr. Stubbs) believed that
any member of this side or ihe other side
of the Chamber who objeeted to the
spending of money from the funds that
were provided each vear by this House
for the maintenance of schools and the
edueation of the young had not the truee
interests of Western Mustralia al heait.
During the eourse of the Minister's elo-
quent address one could not help feelinw
that it meant (o eonvey that
the parly represented on the Opposi-
tion =ide of the Chamber had in the past
heen neglectful of their duties and had
not given the faeilities whieh the pressnat
Minister for Education had elaimed lis
party had done. Such a statement shoull
not go ferth without a protest. When it
wenl oni that the Opposition side had
threatened Black Wednesdavs and all

Wik

(ASSEMBLY.]

other kinds of pains and penaliies in the
tuture, lie for one would not be a party
to permil sueh statements to remain un-
challenged. He assured (he Minister,
however, that there would not be a
stronger supporter in the House than him-
self in (e divection of expenditure of
monev on  education.  Therefore, ‘he
charge, if it was 1o be levelled, could not
be levelled against him,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nor agains{ me.

Mr, 8. STUBBS: The lcader of ihe
Opposition  had  never said une word
agaivst expenditure for educational pur-
poses,  We, as members, were supposel
to represent all sections of the community,
and if he were to remain in his place
without answering charges such as those
which had been made during the evening,
of doing anything unfair orv {reating one
seelion  of  the eivil service differently
from another, he wounld not he doing his
duty., The Premier should take the Com-
mittee into his confidence and say wlether
the leader of the Opposition was justified
in making the charges le had done that

evening,

The Premier : 1 refuse {o take notice
of them unless they are vrespectfully
marde,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: If the leader of the
(iovernmeni and the leader of the Op-
position were so antagonistic to one an-
uther that one would not listen to the re-
quusts of the other across the Acor of
{he Chamber

Hon. Frank Wilson :
woitge to eut me then ?

Mp, 8. STUBBS: Tt was time that sort
of thing was stopped in the best interests
of politics.  Bvery member in the House
was actuated hy a desire to he fair. He
would be glad to have an assurance from
the 'rewier. who was a fair and an hon-
ourable man, that if proper representa-
fion was made to him through the member
for the distriet, he would o into the
cases of these men, whieh had heen re-
ferred to by the leader of the Opposition.

The Minister for Eduecation : Why ask
the Premiar when T am the Minister for
Fdueation ?

Mr. 8. STUDRBS : Becanse the Pre-
mirr kept on interjeeting that he would

The Premier is
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take no notiece of the leader of the Op-
position. The statements, however,
might be passed on to the Minister for
Fdueation who, it was felt, wonld see
that justiee was done.

The Premier ;:  Through the proper
echannel, ves,

Mr. S. STUIBBS : The Minister for
Fducation would understand that there
was every justification for mentioning
the Premier’s name in this matter, be-
eause the Premier made a statement in
the House which the leader of the Op-
position had clinllenged, and the Premier
had mnot seen fit to say that the
leader of the Opposition was wrong.
Therefore, an impression had bheen left
on the minds of members that there was
a mistake somewhere.

The Premier : The circumstances are
not at all parallel.

Mr. 8. STUBBS :  The Director of
Wdueation had writlen a letier to one of
these so-ealled agorieved parties to the
effect thal the Premier's statement made
te the House had been a mistake,

The Premier : [t was pretty imper-
tinent on his part to do so.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : Yet it was true,
and although the Director of Edueation
might have been indisereet, two wrongs
would not wmake a rieht.

The Tremier : Tt was not indiscre-
tinn, it was impertinence,

Me. 8. STUBBS : Tt might Lave been
so0 but two wrongs did not make a right.

The Premier : Tt is impertinence if
an oflicer elallengzes the Premier’s state-
ment; it should be the Minister in eharge
of the department wha should do se.

Mre, 5. RTURRS ¢ Then were these
men to suffer because there had heen im-
pertinence indulged in by an officer ¥ [t
should not go outside the Honse that any
hon, member was owilty of doing an in-
justice te anvone. As the Minister for
Edueation had deelared that he was re-
sponsible, that Minister nught now to in-
quire info these cases. if they were brouuht
properly under his notice by the membher
for the district.  The nember for Swan
interjected that he (Mr. Stubhs) had not
given the Government any eredit for

what they hal done. That was not eor-
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rect beeause it was lis desire all the
way through to pive the Government
every credit for what they bhad done in
the direction of educating the young.
The member for Swan had also said
someLhing about the Armstrong desk.
When the hon. member was a teacher
did he raise any objeetion to the style
of the forms that he now preached so
much against ¢

Mr, Underwoad : Oh let the hon, mem-
ber alone.

Mr. 8. 8TUBBS . What had the mem-
for Pilbara to do with what he (Mr.
Stubbs) was saying. The hon, member
conld say what he liked at the proper
time but ho (Mr. Stubbs) reserved to
himself the right to challenge what had
been said by any hon. member by way of
interjection, and put questions to him
which he might or might not choose to
answer, and when he did that it was no
business of the member for Pilbara.
He did not require the member for Pil-
bara to tell him what he was to do. He
knew just as much abont the privileges of
the House as did that hon, member, and
what was move. he knew how to conduct
himself. The member for Pilbara was
vey fond of interjecting when he was not
wanted to interjeet. If that hon. member
desired to throw him off the frack he had
never made a higger mistake., As a unit
of the Chamber he objected to the eharges
hurled across fromn side (o side. He had
never indulged in it. He took exception
when hon, memhers eharged the whole of
the Opposition with deing things which
he had never done, When hon, members
declared that unfair things had heen done
or said, theyv should pick ont the memhers
guilty of these things, and not charge all
of a side. He would resent any suggestion
that he desired to see teachers ground
down., During the last couple of vears
he had been connected with lhe sehool
board at Wagin, and had taken a great
interest in the welfare of the sehools down
there. The member for Swan (Mr. Tur-
vev) had veferred almost exclusively to
male teachers. Tt should be remembered
that there was a larce number of ladv
teachers down the Great Southern doing
work of qnite as high a value as that per-
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formed by male teachers. The point had
been raised of subsidies to schools., Re-
cenily he, in eompany with the Minister
for Works, bad enjoyed the pleasure of
listening to an entertainment in the Dum-
blexung school, the children of which had,
by a series of such entertainments and by
personal subseription, succeeded in pro-
viding an organ for the sehool. The lady
teacher of that school had also interested
the children in gardening and in many
other studies not included in the currieu-
lum. The Minister for Education stood
for congratulation on the good work he
was doing. At the same time, while the
Minister was doing that good work, it
should not be allowed to go forth to the
Staie that the Labour Government had
done all the building of schools in agri-
eultural and other districts. Surely pre-
vious Administrations had done their
share. It was to be hoped the amount of
money asked for would be readily granted.
Certainly there would be no protest on
the Opnosition side against the vote,

Mr. FOLEY (Mt. Leonora) : The Gov-
ernment were deserving of thanks for
what they had done in respect to the out-
back schools. Tu this regard the present
Minister had done more than any of his
predecessors.  The manual classes and the
secondary gsehools had inevleated a better
gystem of discipline, and instilled into the
children the desire to attend school, thus
lessening the work of the inspector. On
a recent visit he had found the same sys-
tem in vogue in the metropolitan sehools.
One splendid svsiem which was being im-
proved npon every month was the making
of the children bodily fit, so that they
could be menially fit. The Minister had
taken a wise course in abolishing all fees
at the iechnical sehools and the Modern
Sehool.  In this regard the Minister was
apposed to the poliey of the leader of the
Opposition, for during the life of this
Parliament the leader of the Oppoesition
had «uestioned the wisdom of the aholi-
tion of fees at the technical sehools and at
the Modern School. The Minister had ae-
cepted  wise suggestions, no matter
whether they emanated from teachers,
from the children, or from laymen in the
siveet. The Minister had placed goldfields
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teachers in a better position than that
previously enjoyed. [n some of the re-
mole distriets the school teachers, under
the present Administration, could secure
an essential trip to the coast. The mem-
ber for Wagin (Mr. 8. Stubbs) was in
accord with the Minister in lis endeavour
to forward the education movement, Al-
though the member for Wagin had said
that the Minister for Edueation would
find him a stauneh sopporter of all edo-
cgtional matters, that hon. member’s atten-
tion shonld be drawn to the fact that
there were at least three or four other
members of the Opposition opposed to the
poliey of the present Government, Those
three or four members had been as lond
in their protests against their own party
when it was desired to place a tax of a
shilling a week on children of the age of
14, and two shillings a week on children
of the age of 15. Those gentlemen had
stoutly resented this, but the party to
which the hon. member for Wagin owed
his allegiance made the vote a party one,
and those hon. members had voted in
direct opposition to their speeches.
Messrs, Carson, Veryard, and Ewing on
that oerasion had voted against their own
opinions, but he did not believe the mem-
ber for Wagin would do thal sort of

thing, He was glad to support
a Government that believed in free
and unfettered edueation, and e
trusted that whatever party was in

power, a system of free secular eduecation
would always ohtain in this State. Tf
that were done no individual. party, or in-
stitation could ask for more, and lhen if
people were mnot satisfied with the edu-
¢ation which the State was imparling they
eonld send their children elsewhere. He
was not going to discuss the subject of
the retiring allowance to the member for
Swan, except to say that although the
Director of Edueation in a written reply
had stated that the Premier had made a
mistake in an answer given in this Cham-
ber. that officer himself had on one oc-
easion heen indiscreet and made a mistake,
He would just as soon take the statement
of the Premier or the Minister for Edu-
calion as that of the Director of Eduea-
tion. Indeed this was a question which
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the Minister as head of the department
should decide, On one occasion when a
Rhodes scholar was to be selected the
Director of Fdueation had told one hoy
a certain thing and had found out afier-
wards lhat he had made a mistake, but
that mistake had been the means of de-
barring that lad from using the talents
which he undoubtedly possessed. He men-
tioned that instance just to show that al-
though the Director of Tducation charged
the Premier with having made a mistake,
he also was capable of making a mistake.
He could not allow this opportunity to go
by without expressing the appreciation of
himself and of his outback conslituents of
the good worle which the Government had
undoubtedly done in giving educational
facilities to the men who were doing so
much to open up the State, irrespective of
whether they were engaged in farming,
mining, or any other industry.

12 o'clock, midnight,

Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Kafanning):
Members were at one in the desire to see
this important department progress. Their
only regret was that the funds at the dis-
posal of the Mlinister were not sufficient
to enable those in control of the depart-
ment to do all they desired. He appreei-
ated the effort put forward by the de-
partment during past years, and whilst
some little complaint might be made in
regard Lo the non-provision of those
educationnl facilities which were desired
in eountry districts, he felt sure that the
Direetor of Fdueation and the officers of
that department had done a very great
deal, considering the small amount of
money they had at their dispesal. He
referred more particolarly to the delay
in the erection of some of the eountry
schools, especially in new cenfires where
settlement had taken plaee during the
last two or three yvears. (osinderable de-
lay had taken place in some instances in
the erection of school hnildings. and lLe
thonzhf the blame could he vightly laid
at the door of the Works Tlepartment.
Vexations delay took place in the pre-
paration of plans and the calling of tend-
ers. and thai retarded the erection of the
necessary buildings, He felt sure that
the Minister realised the importance of
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providing those educafional facilities as
quickly as possible in outlying places.
The people who went back into the new
districts were very often foreed to leave
their wives and families in the larger
towns, thereby necessitating the expense
of keeping up two homes. Several in-
stances had been brought under his notice
of these delays having taken place and
he hoped the Minister for Edueation
woutld endeavour to make his colleague
get a move on in the erection of mnew
school buildings. Tn some instances he
knew that the lack of funds had been the
cause of delay, and he regretted that
during last vear for some time there had
heen a cessation of building in connee-
tion with new schools. However, he was
glad to know that the Premier had been
able to anticipate the vote and was pre-
pared to go on with the erection of
schools which were necessary in the new
districts. The provision for primary and
secondary school scholarships in conatry
districts would be very much appreciated
in the outlying centres, partienlarly when
it was remembered that the advantages of
the bulk of the scholarships were avail-
able mostly to the children attending the
schools in the City and in the larger
cenfres of population. He was pleased
that the WMinister had made provision
for the reservation of a number of these
scholarships and he hoped he would go
further and provide a larger proportion
for the country schools. People living in
ihe country distriets laboured under a
very great disadvantage as compared with
those more favourahly sitnated who lived
in the City and in other large eentres of
population.  The Minister’s first duly
should be to these small school: and to
provide facilities for the people who were
away out in the newer settled districts.
The conditions under which schools eounld
be established were very liheral, hut the
Government might go further, even if
they had to suspend some of the privi-
leges and advantages so freely given in
the Clity in order to first of all provide
primary education in those districts where
only small numbers of children could
attend. A great deal had heen done for
the Citv by providing secondarv school
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scholarships, by providing secondary
sehvols and by providing education at
the University free, but a little more at-
tention and eonsideration might be given
to the larger towns in the agrieultural
disiricts where higher eduweation should
be provided and where a litile more atten-
tion might be given to household manage-
ment classes. In many of the Jarge agri-
cultnral towns there were not even house-
hold management classes. The Katanning
school had an attendance of over 300
children and there was no houseliold
management elass in that school. He
understood that the department was abount
to provide such a class, but a sehool of
this size should have such a class and
there were schools in other cenires, snch
as Wagin and Narrogin, which ought to
have these facilities. He did nol see why
all these advantages should apply only to
the City. It was quite right to perfect
the system of edueation, but the depart-
ment owed a duty to the large towns in
the couniry the residents of which had
not the advantages which their fellows
in the City enjoved, of sending their
children te school to secure the very best
education pessible. to obtain in the State
free of cost. If country people wished
their children to obtain this higher ednca-
tion it became costlty and thus children
in many cases were preeluded from ob-
taining the higher edueation which was
so easily obtained in the City free of cost.
Therefore. the Minister should bear in
mind the daims of the larger towns, and
hesides providing for the eontinnation
schoals and secondary school seholarships
he onght to nse every endeavour to pro-
vide the larger towns in the agrienltural
districts with the olher facililies of house-
hold management classes for girls. Much
had been said about onr teachers and too
much could not he said in their praise,
particularly the teachers in the country
distriets, A great deal remained to bhe
done by the Minister in the direction of
reducing the number of scholars in some
of the classes. Many of the classes were
too large. Tn some cases there were
classes nnmbering 50, 60, and 70 children
being taken by one teacher. Such classes
were too large. It was quite impossible
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for a teacher, no wmatter how good lie or
she might be, to give the necessary teach-
ing to those children and in the manner
which hon. members desired it should be
given. He had no desire to delay the
Committee more than to say that he gave
eredit 1o past Governments for all they
bad done in the direction of eduneation for
the children of this State and also to the
present Government. The present Min-
ister had shown a very keen interest in
the administration of this department and
everyone appreciated his efforts in the
direction of perfecting the education sys-
tem. This depariment should be too im-
portant to permit of the question heing
raised as to which party had done the
most for it

The Mipister for Edueation:
roised that guestion.

Mr, A. E. PIESSE: Or as to which
party was doing the most. There was an
important and sacred doty on the shoul-
ders of any Government and any Minister
eonirolling the department to see that (he
very best was done with the means al our
disposal.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): The
lateness of the hour and the small attend-
ance of members in the Chamber did not
trouble him. He agreed that the Minister
was doing goed work. It was quite a re-
lief to get away from a department which
had involved so much controversy and to
get down to a department upon which all
so well agreed. The Minister had done a
good deal for education; he had increased
the vote by a very considerable amount.
Parliament had agreed that a certain
thing should be done for the people of
the State and the Minisler should fulfil
the obligation thrust uwpon him.  Apart
from that. every hon. member remlised
the value of education to the people. He
hoped that agrieultural edueation would
receive the Minister’s attention. Tt was
probably far more importani to gel a
good agricultnral secondary schont going
then to get a free university.

The Minister for Edueation: More im-
portant. )

Hon. J. MITCHELL: With the Min-
ister's remark be agreed. The people who
were now applanding our free University

1 never
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would find that for them the University

meant very little indeed because they
would not be able to reach it, and they
would see the University filled with stu-
dents who could well afford to pay. It
wus known that the Government were
charged with the responsibility of provid-
ing that University with sufficient funds
to enable it to earry on, and it would be
almost impossible to do what he would
like to see done throughout the State,
partienlarly in regard to agricnltural
education. He felt that young children
shonld be trained so far as possible to fit
them for the life they would have to fol-
low. Children in the country distriets
shonld be taught about the land, other-
wise they would leave the land. It would
be a good thing if the Minister could see
his way to establish an agrienltural col-
lege at Northam on lines similar to the
agricultnral college at Ballarat, where
they had practieal training on a small
farm with eclassrooms and laboratories,
and where the scientific teaching was not
confined to the few whom they eould put
up at their farm building, but was avail-
able to the whole of the boys around Bal-
larat, It should be the same at Northam.
Tf the Minister put an agricultural eol-
lece at Northam he wounld find it would
have a large attendance, and the same
would be the case with agrienltural eol-
leges at other large centres. He wanted
to impress fipon the Minister the neces-
sity for the training of agrienlturists just
as the Minister was providing free edu-
cation at the miners' school at Kalgoorlie.
The Mimister would find, if he turned up
the files at the T.ands Department, that
the matter was looked into in his (M.
Mitchell’s) time. A file was started and
the Minister for Education would find a
zood deal of information in that file
which would be useful to him. The hon.
member for Swan (Mr. Turvey) had
missed the opportunity of his life. He
mistook the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition for an attack upon himself,
The hon. member wonld bhave been well
advised to have said “T agree with the
leader of the Qpposition; if it was right
that T should have this retiring allow-
ance, it is right that these other gentle-
men should have it.” That would have
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been the correct attitude for the hon.
member 1o have taken np. It was not
possible for him to defend the depart-
ment in its attitude to other teachers who
were leaving. One knew the hon. member
was conscientious and that when he took
that allowance he believed he was en-
titled to it. He (Mr. Mitehell) believed
that others were entitled to an allowance
when leaving the department. If a man
was entitled at a certain age to draw a
certain amount he was allowed to draw
it because during the whole conrse of his
service something was deducted so that he
could get the allowanece later on. There-
fore, when 8 man retired at 40, the por-
tion he was entitled to should be paid to
him. He bad no objection to it being
paid to the hon. member so long as the
same was available to others in a similar
sitnation.

The Minister for Edueation: It is to
all in exactly the same position,

Hot. J. MITCHELL: A system which
demanded that a man shonld get into
Parlinment to get his allowanee was ob-
jectionable. It one of these gentlemen
who had been refused could get someone
who had a very safe seat, say the hon.
member for Katanning (Mr. A. E.
Piesse) to lend him his seat for a week
or so, would the Minister for Eduecaiion
pay him his retiring allowance?

The Minister for BEducation: That is
not the position. i

Hon. J. MTTCHELL: Thal was en-
tirely the position.

The Minister for BEduecation: No, it is
not; excuse me saying So.

Hon, J. MITCHELY.: The other day
someone eame ito him who had retired
from the department and said “What am
I going to do, T cannot get my retiring
allowanee ?” He (Mr. Mitehell) said
“You had befter pet into TParliament.”
The hon. member. for Swan had missed
his epportonity in eonneection with this
discussion.  The point was that there
were three officers of the Railway De-
partment and the hon. member who had
desired to become members of Parlia-
ment. The Commissioner had given the
three railway officers leave and they were
away eclectioneering. The present leader
of the Opposition, who was then Pre-
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mier,
agree that they might stand.

Mr. Turvey: Were they not dismissed
first?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No doubt they
were, hut had it withdrawn,

Alr, Lewis: T was not on leave.

The Premier: The hon. member for
Northam does not know the facts.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: One of these
gentlemen got into Parliament and was
here now and the other two were rein-
stated.

The Premier: They were reinstated be-
fore the elections.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They
special leave to contest the election.
The Premier: Yes, leave withont pay.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber for Swan apparentiy did not support
the renuest of others for a retiring allow-

ance which he himself had enjoyed.

Mr- Turvey: Who told yon that?

Hon, J, MITCHELL: Because the hon.
memher attacked the leader of the Op-
posilion who was endeavonring to get for
these people a retliring allowance, No
attack had been made on the hon. member
for Swan.

The Premier: Each time these Esti-
mates are introduced he raises the same
question.

Hon. JJ. MITCHRTLI.: T'nless there
was going fo he the same treatment the
thing must he brought up time and again.

The Premier: The cirenmstances are
pot the same. Parker was leaving for
the purpose of going on his land.

Hon. 1. MTTCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber for Swan left to come here.

The Premier: No, he was sacked before
the election.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: Then the hon.
member might retire, return the £79, and
begin all over again. The hon. member
for Swan was dismissed but brought
about that dismissal himself, he having
been told that he could not hecome a can-
didate so long as he was serving the
department. Then he said, “I will do
as 1 please,” and away he went.

My. Turvey : [ did nothing of the
kind. Find out the facts before you
sneak about if.

had

had no choice, of course, but to
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on. J. MITCHELL : What did the
hon. member do then ¥ He stood for
Parliament knowing full well what the
consequences wounld be. ;

The Premier : Supposing he had been
defeated. At the time he nominated it
was not known whether he would win or
lose.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : This gentlemau
was in the service when he stood for
Parliament ¢

The Premier : Is that an offence ¢

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The hon. mem-
ber knew the risk he ran. He knew the
same thing applied to every civil ser-
vant, and the treatment which had been
meted out o him should now be meted

out to ofher eivil servants similarly
placed.
The Minister for Edueation. When

the cases are on all-fours they will re-
ceive support.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : Then it has
been said that the then (Government had
had a picni¢ somewhere. The Premier
knew well that the members of the
House went to Rotinest.

The Premier : I was not one of those
who consumed whisky.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : It was surpris-
ing that the hon, member should bave
bronght up gueh a matter in Parliament.
Tlen there was the motor ear which the
leader of the Opposition had. He had
known the hon. member for a long time,
and he had never known him to make
the fatal mistake he had made on this
oceasion. Fis adviee to the hon. mem-
ber was fo endeavour to bring the Gov-
ernment to a reasonable frame of mind
and to gef them to agree that therc
should not e a preference to members
of Parliament.

The Premier :
right through.

Hou. J. MITCHELL : When a man
became a member of Parliament he
should not get special advantages.

The Premier : Neither he does.

Hon., J. MITCHELL : But that was
done in this ease.

The Minister for Education :  The
only advantage he gained was through

_We have done that
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being sacked from the Edueation De-
partment.,

Hon. J. MITCHELL : That was not
80 al all, and the hon. member might
have reinstated him if he had not been
elected. But after the hon. member for
Swan hecame a member of Parliament he
gol his retiring allowance,

The Minister for Edueation :
having been sacked.

Hen. J. MITCHELL : Others had an
equal right to such an allowance.

The Minister for Hdueation : Tell
me the names of the people who have
heen sacked and who are asking for this
allowance ¢

Hon, J. MITCHELL : There was no
nse quibbling about sueh a matter. Here
was one of ourselves who had veceived
special treatment, and it was treatment
which had been refused to others.

The Premier : You do not know the
meaning of the words youn are using.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : The Minister
for Fdueation should treat the others
who had been retired from the service
just as {he member for Swan had been
trealed.

. Mr. Turvey : You acknowledge that
T was entitled to it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The gentlemen
who retired from the civil serviee should
get what was due to them,

Me. Turvey : What are vou erving
aboul 2

Hon, J. MITCHELL : There was no
ervine about anvthing. Instead of sup-
porting the elaims of others the member
for Swan had defeated himself by in-
dulging in an attack upon the previons
Administration, an attack which was
unfair and wacalled for, and whieh he
would find when he saw it in cold print
was no reply at all.

Mr. Turvey : You will find that I said
T had no eobjection to others receiving
stmilar treatment, and the hon. member
ghonld withdraw his remarks.

Hon. J. MITCOELL : Anvthing that
might he regarded by the hon. member
as offensive would be withdrawn, but he
had deeclared that he had no objection
to others getting what he got himself

After
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under similar conditions. Would the
Premier lend his very safe ticket to these
other gentlemen ¢

The Minister for Education: Put them
exactly in the same position and we will
treat them in the same way.

The Premier : Any public servant
wlio desires to stand for Parliament will
get leave with no restrietion whatever
from this (fovernment.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : But the posi-
tion was that there were others who
wanted this retiring allowance,

The Premier : They will get it if we
dismiss them.

Hou. J, MITCHELL : The position
should be perfeetly patent to everyone,
and the Premier’s wording would make
it cleaver than ever that the conditions
these olliers were called npon to fulfill
could never be fulfilled. They eould not
get into the position which was now
oceapled by the member for Swan.

Mr. Turvey : They were not dismissed
by this GGovernment as I was by yours.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The attitude the
Government had taken up in this matter
was to be regretted.

The Premier: A lof you care.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
could be assured that he was distressed
indeed.

The Premier: Do you eclaim that if a
person leaves the serviee voluntarily for
the purpose aof going into another walk of
life we should pax him a retiring allow-
ance?

Hon. J, MITCHELL: If it was good in
the case of the member for Swan. cer-
tainly,

The Premier: Answer my question.

Hon. J. MITCHELY,: This retiring al-
lowance was part of the consideration
to be paid for services rendered, and it
did net matter when the man retired.

The Premier: You introduced retrench-
ment in your time, and these persons had
to battle for months to get their allow-
ances,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If it were right
for one hon, member it was right for
every oue else retiring from the Publie
Service, Except in this one respect he
was in aceord with the Minister in the



work being done. The Minister was
wrong in resisting claims from gentlemen
retired from the service when be had
shown so -much less resistance to others
fortunate enough to bhe returned to the
Legislative Assembly. He blamed the
Government for their inconsistency in this
respect. He hoped the member for Swan
would apree that what that hon. member
enjoyed should be enjoyed hy every per-
son in the publie serviee,

Mr. LEWIS {Canning) : The work jer-
formed by the Minister tor Rdueation
was excellent. The Minister had proved
himself 1o he a whole-sonled enthusiast
in the matter of eduration. 1t would be
impossible io get a better Minister for
the purpose. The incident of the grant-
ing of a retiring allowance fo {he mem-
ber for Swan had heen misrepresented,
He proposed to give the fnets of the Iate
genera! election so far as departmenial
officers were coneerned. There was uo
analogy in the case presented by the
[eader of the Opposition and the rase
of Ithe member for Swan, hecause the
member for Swan had been dismissed, and
therefore was enlilled to compensation,
whereas the olliers had retired of their
own acvord. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion had preached a lot about fair treat-
ment, but that hon. member had failed to
practice it when he had an opportaniiy.
He {Mr. Lewis), logether with the lale
member for Geraldion, and Mr, Burchell,
member for Fremantie in the House of
Representatives, then all officers of the
Railway Departinent, had contested seats
at the late gencral eleection. The then
Premier {Hon. Frank Wilson) was at
Cranbhrook. and fearing a reverse at the
elecrions, and rightly interpreting the
writing on the wall “thy political sealp
will he required” had proceeded to sum
up the chances in the different electo-
rates. There was Canning, Claremont, and
(ieraldton, three seats being econtested by
railway men, and ii looked as though
those railway men were going to win. The
question was how to block them. Theve-
npon the then Premier had wired from
Cranbrook—this wire had not been sent
throngh the Railway Department hecanse
the (lien Premier kuew that the railway
men wouald =onn impart the information.
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Hou. J. Mitcheli; Is the hon, member in
order in reflecting on the railway men?

Mr. LEWIS: The then Premier hal
senl. a telegraphie message through the
post oflice at Cranbrook to the Commis-
siouer of Railways, thus shelfering him-
self behind the Commisioner who, in ae-
cordance with the telegram, had ecalled
the three departmental candidates to-
gether at 10 o’clock on the Saturday
morning and, reminding them that nomi-
nations would close (wo hours later, inti-
mated that if any of the three lodged a
nomination his dismissal from the ser-
vice would follow. The three officers
aflected thrashed out ihe matter with the
Commissioner, who at first had said le
was aeting on instructions, but later, when
assired by the three candidales that they
id not blame him, he had said, “Well.
never mind about that.” The three offi-
cers had duly lodged their neminations
and received their dismissals in writing,
The railway conference was sitting at the
time. and straightway they reported the
matier to the conference, and so ecreated
a spark which would undoabiedly have
fired a train right throngh the service
against the tyranny of the late Adminis-
tration, the members of which to-night
were preaching faiv play and justice, and
asseriing that the present Government
onght (o treat their, officers fairly and
squarely.  On the Sunday following that
nomination day the Swundeay Times had
eome oul with a streng arliele on the in-
cident, and on the Monday morning the
three dismissed ollieers reccived a wire
from ile department eancelling the in-
structions issued on the Saturday. The
then Premier, realising that his cake was
dongh, had backed down quick and lively.
Yet to-night we had the T.eader of the
Opposition and the member for Northam
talking about fair treatmeni. Why had
they not praectised it when they had the
chanee? .\ good deal of eapital had been
made out of the reliring allowance for
the member for Swan; but the difference
hetween him and the three railway officer«
had heen that those officers had a power-
ful organisation to back them up, where-
as the member for Bwan had nothing of
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the sort, and, therefore, the late Adminis-
tration had taken advantage of him and
kicked him out of the service. The cir-
<umstances he had related were the true
facts concerning the public servants com-
peting at the late general elections,

The Premier: 1t ig doubtful if the ac-
tion of the ('l)minissioncr of Railways was
not against the electoral laws.

Mr., LEWIS: The railway organisa-
tion had seenred lezal opinion on the
point on the Saturday morning, and that
opinton was dectdedly against the action
of the (Government. No doubt the Gov-
ermmnent also had secured legal opinion
on the Saturday or the Sunday for those
men were reinstated on the Monday morn-
ing. The member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitehell) had said that those ofticers had
been on leave. He (Mr. Lewis) was not
on leave: he was working on night shift
al the time. Mvr. Dooley also had heen at
work. and his dismissal had been wired
from Perth to Geraldton, but on account
of the action taken by the men’s organi-
sation, which was then sitting in confer-
ence, Mr. Dooley had been reinstated on
the Monday morning. The Leader of the
Opposition, when speaking at Geraldton
in eulogy of the late member's servieces,
did not mention how he had treated the
late member on one oecasion when that
gentleman was a railway emplovee and
came forward as a political opponent.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{in reply): In regard fto the payment
,made to the member for Swan (Mr. Tur.
vey), the faet of his heing a member of
Parliament had entered in no way inta
consideration. 'There was the case as re-
lated by the member for Canning (Mr.
Lewis) and other eases of that charactey,
which at that time were under the
consideration of all right-thinking men.
An ahsolute injustice had been done
Railway employees had been sacked, but
afterwards ihe dismissal had been with-
drawn. A sehool teacher had been sacked.
but the dismissal had not been withdrawn,
Treatment of that kind, absolutely unjust
and unfair, required compensation of
some kind. Tf was the usunal thing in our
world of business. A man was robbed
by some action of some person. and he
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had a right to some redress or compensa-
tion. That which had been given to the
hon. member was nothing more than dam-
ages for wrongful dismissal—although
it took ike form of an allowance—a sort
of settlement of the case out of court. He
{the Minister for Edueation) had the
first consideration of the matter, and thowe
were the grounds on which he had consid-
ered it. The payment made to Mr. Tnr-
vey, in his opinien, took the form of com-
pensation for wrougful dismissal, and
more parfienlarly was that course neces-
sary beeause the Government had resolved
bhefore the election ftook place, and he-
fore ever this case bad arisen, that if
they did come into power the prineiple
of politieal liberty for all eivil servanis
shonld be reeogunised, He had put up *he
recammendation and  Cabinet had ap-
proved of it. The hon. member for Swan
a8 a4 private citizen had reeeived injnrv
through wrongful dismissal and compen-
sation was given; that was a different
thing altogether from a retiring allax-
ance. Having wade that explanation le
did not think he need say any more ¢x-
cept to express pleasure at seeing all
members in agreement in praising ihe
good work done by the inspectorial staff,
the teachers, and all concerned, to make
the edneation system as snceessful as pos-
sible.

This concluded the general debate on
the Estimates of the Edueation Depart-
ment: item diseussed as follows :—

Ttem, mannal training, eookery. siaif,
£8,453:

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: What was the in-
tention of the department in regard tn
the provision of manual training and
household management classes in the
larger country towns, such as Katanning,
Wagin and Narrogin? A promise had
been made some time ago that these
classes would he extended to places like
Katanning.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Tt wasg the intention to push forward the
extension of the training colieges and
secondary schools wherever the growth
of poputation warranted sneh a conrse.
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Mr. A. E. Diesse: The expense would
nol be large in connection with these cook-
ery classes,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
All these extensions counld not be done st
once. Good work was being done at Fre-
mantle, and a start had been made at
Kalgoorlie,

Mr, A, E. Piesse: There is an inclina-
tion to eentralise everything,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
All places could not receive attention to-
gether. If the hon, member would sec
him abount the matter when he had the
files available he would go into it thor-
oughly. The hon. member’s distriet would
not be slighted, but every case would
stand on its merits,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Could not the Min-
ister see his way clear to introduce a sys-
tem of agricultoral elasses in eountry and
goldfields centres?

The CHAIRMAN : We are dealing with
mannal training and cookery.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: If it was not pos-
sible to discuss the provision of oppor-
tunities for agricnltural {raining, he
would support the request made by
the member for Xatanning. He
hoped the Minister would see his way
clear to bring that sysiem into effect in
all the larger schools along the Great
Southern from Pingelly to Albany.

The* MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There was already provided on the Esti-
mates o sum of £800 for the extension
of manual training and cookery classes,
and all the cenires would receive consid-
eralion on their merits.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the
Edueation Department.

Progress reported.

1 o'clock a.m.

BILL—UNIVERSITY LANDS.
Order of the Day read for the resnmp-
tion from 28th October of the debate on
the second reading.
Question put and passed,
Bill read a second fime.

House adjourned at 1.1 a.m. (Wednes-
day.)
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Report of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust for the year
ended 30th June, 1913.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 3), £687,770.
Second Reading,

The COLONTAL: SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the second read-
ing said: A Supply Bill is necessary io
meet the expenditure for the current
month, that is up to the 30th November
on Revenue and Loan Account, the
amounts required being £337,770 on Rev-
enue Account and £250,000 on Loan Ae-
count. The distribution of revenue will
be in accordance with the Estimates now
before another place and expected to be
here within the next fortnight, and the
£250,000 on Loan Aceount will be dis-
tributed in aecordance with the schedule
of the Loan Aect sanctioned by Parlia-
ment. There is £100,000 on Loan Sus-
pense. This money is required for the
Agrienltural Bank and Workers’ Homes,
I beg to move—

That the Bill he now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

*

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.



